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The Stations of the Cross. 
by rev. j. e. vernon, m.a., 

Vicar of BicknoUer, Taunton. 



FIRST MEDITATION. 

«* JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH." 

S. LuKB xxm. 24, 25. 

** And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 
And he released nnto them him that for sedition and mnrder was 
cast into prison, whom they had desired but he delivered Jesus to 
their will.^' 

Lbt us try to realise to ourselves the scene which 
these words call up before us. It is a scene full 
of wonder and awfulness. There is the Roman 
Governor seated on his Throne in the hall of judg- 
ment. Before him stands a prisoner, His face 
bruised and swollen with blows, and defiled with 
spitting. Worn out with the mental agony 
suffered last night in the Garden, and exhausted 
by the fatigues of that sleepless and terrible 
night, during which He had been dragged 
from Caiaphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, 
and back again from Herod to Pilate, with fresh 
putrages, spitefdl treatment, blows and mockery, 
heaped upon Him before each judge. He stands 
tiiere, meek and uncomplaining, waiting for the 
Sos. 1—6 A 
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verdict, not of an impartial jury, but of an ex- 
cited, priest-ridden mob; waiting for the sentence, 
not of an upright judge, but of a timid and ser- 
vile pagan willing to sacrifice justice to popularity 
and expediency. And the chief priests and elders 
are moving about among the people urging them 
to ask for Barabbas to go free, and for Jesus to 
be crucified. And so the verdict is yelled forth 
by a thousand voices, ^^Not this man but Barab- 
^^ bas, not this man but Barabbas. Crucify Him. 
*' Crucify Him." And as these savage yells 
ring in the ear of prisoner and judge, we can 
fJEincy we see that gentle head raised, and the 
calm fearless eye of the innocent One fixed upon 
the face of Pilate, reading him through and 
through. It is a look, not of anger and indig- 
nation at the cowardice of that vacillating heart; 
but of pity, pity for that weak, hesitating judge, 
pity for those misguided, ignorant souls whose 
voices clamour for His blood. Cq,n Pilate meet 
that look ? never I never could judge look in the 
face of a prisoner whom he knew in his heart ix> 
be innocent, while he was about to sacrifice him 
to the voice of a howling mob. The struggle 
that was going on in Pilate's heart must have 
reflected itself in his face, as turning his eyes 



from the prisoner, lie addresses himself to the 
mob whose outcries he stills by giving sentence 
that it should be as they required. Ah I Pilate, 
thou couldst silence by evil compliance the 
clamour of the people, but there was a voice 
within that would not be stilled, that will make 
itself heard in the heart of every man who allows 
himself to be persuaded or frightened into a 
wrong act, and, louder than all the clamour of 
the people, Pilate heard the voice of conscience 
accusing him of shedding innocent blood. He 
<30uld say to the multitude, Peace, be still, I give 
you what you wish. He could not hush the voice 
that conscience made to ring again and again in 
his ears the words of his wife, "Have thou 
^^ nothing to do with that Just Man." 

But there was something more in that scene 
than appeared to the eye and ear. It was 
something more, far more, than the unjust con- 
demnation of an innocent man by a weak judge 
yielding to the popular outcry. There was a 
more terrible choice made here than the choosing 
of a murderer and rioter instead of a good and 
blameless man. The angels of heaven who, 
unseen, thronged that judgment hall, saw more 
than this. They saw, with amazement and, 
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almost, one would think, with terror, Almighty 
God judged by a mortal man, they heard the 
voices of men rejecting their Lord and their Goi> 
and preferring one of the lowest criminals before 
Him who made Heaven and earth. They saw 
and heard such things as these, and yet no word 
went forth to summon their legions to miserably 
destroy those wicked men, the thunders of Heaven* 
were silent and the lightnings of God's wrath 
were restrained, no shock rent the earth asunder 
beneath their feet that they might go down alive 
into the pit. Wonder of wonders ! their King- 
and their God meekly submits to the unrighteous 
sentence, and prepares to yield to the violence of 
his tormentors dragging Him away to suffer a 
felon's death! "He delivered Jesus to their 
" will." Against the dictates of conscience^ 
against the requirements of all truth and right^ 
Pilate delivers up Him who is " the Truth" to- 
the will of the mob ! he yields to the popular 
clamour Him in whom he had confessed that he^ 
found no fault I Oh surely there is a warning^ 
here for those who, being high in office in the. 
Church, have the truth committed to them as a 
6acred trust to defend and guard, that they 
should not deliver it up to the popular wiU to be 
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mangled and distorted and rent in pieces I Sorely 
they act like Pilate, who, through fear of dis- 
establishment and loss of rank and dignity and 
emolument, are ready to sacrifice to the popular 
cry and clamour, any part of " the faith once 
^^ delivered to the saints" which happens to be 
disliked by fanatical religionists and the fickle 
and inconstant multitude. Surely there is here 
a warning for us all, not to give way one inch to 
popular feeling and popular opinion, so as to 
swerve aside in the least degree from what we 
know in our hearts to be the path of righteous- 
ness and duty. So far as we are influenced in 
our actions and conduct by love of popularity or 
fear of man, and not by a simple honest desire 
to do that which is right in the sight of God, so 
far are we doing as Pilate did when He delivered 
Jesus to the popular will. 

But how wondrous was the meekness of Jesus 
in thus submiting to so unjust an act on the 
part of the judge who should have protected Him 
against undeserved and lawless violence! In 
vain had Pilate given them leave to work their 
evil will on Jesus, had not Jesus delivered 
Himself to their will So He had told Pilate, 
^^ Thou couldst have no power at all against Me, 
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** except it were given thee from above'* ; and 
He had said to Peter, ^^ Thinkest thou that I 
^^ cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall 
** presently give Me more than twelve legions of 
"angels?" Jesus, then, delivered Himself to 
the will of those cruel men. He had come down 
from Heaven and taken human nature that He 
might put Himself within reach of suffering and 
death. Every step in His passion, every station 
of the cross, every insult and outrage that waft 
heaped upon Him, He had foreseen, and many 
had He foretold by His own mouth or by the 
holy men of old whom His Spirit inspired to 
record them in the sacred Scriptures. He had 
counted the cost, yet from all eternity He had 
never wavered in His loving purpose of offering 
Himself as the price of man's redemption. Yet 
His foreknowledge and voluntary self-oblation 
did not make Pilate's guilt the less, nor excuse 
his crime in that he sacrificed justice to ex- 
pediency, and truth to popularity. 

But let us turn our thoughts from the then 
actors in this scene upon ourselves. Let us 
consider the greatness of our sins which make us 
to have been as really sharers in that infamoua 
treatment of the Divine Sufferer as thouo^h we 
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liad been actaally present and joining in it. 
And then let us consider the amazing love of 
Him against whom we have so grievously teinned, 
that we may sorrow with a godly sorrow which 
worlbeth repentance, and not sorrow as those who 
have no hope. We, by our sins, have been the 
betrayers, the traitors, the false witnesses, the 
revilers, blasphemers, mockers, scourgers, Barab- 
bas-cloosers, Pilates, crucifiers, piercers of Jesus* 
Does it seem too much to say this ? Did not our 
Lord charge the Jews of His day with the guilt 
of their forefathers who killed the prophets and 
stoied those who were sent unto them? Did 
not S. Stephen accuse the whole Jewish nation 
as represented by the Sanhedrim of being the 
^^betrayers and murderers'* of " that Just One?'* 
Did not S. Paul say that they who commit wilful 
sin "crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh 
" and put Him to an open shame ?" Then surely 
we cannot wash our hands like Pilate and say to 
the men of that time, " I am innocent of the 
*^ Blood of that just Man, see ye to it." No, my 
brethren, unless we have " kept ourselves pure" 
from sins akin in nature to those which actuated 
those who took part in the betrayal and con- 
de^mation and illusage and crucifixion of Jesus, 
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we are '^partakers of other men's sins/' Bat 
not otherwise. If we have hypocritically profesied 
to be disciples of Christ while our hearts were 
not with Him, what is this but to give him the 
Judas kiss ? If we have by our lives given the 
lie to our profession, what is this but to tear 
false witness, whereas we were pledged by our 
Baptism to be faithful witnesses for Him in a 
world which denies Him ? K we have taken His 
Name^in vain, jested or spoken irreverently of 
Holy Things, what is this but blasphemy agaiust 
Jesus ? If we have given to Him the outward 
worship of the bowed knee and bended heiid, 
while we gave Him not the inward reverence of 
the heart and the obedience of faithful subjectSj 
in what respect are we better than the soldiers 
who bowed the knee before Him in mockery, 
and placed a reed in His hand for a sceptre and 
dressed Him in the mock regalia of the purple 
robe and crown of thorns ? If we have sinned 
against holy purity and indulged our fleshly 
appetites in gluttony or lust or drunkenness, 
have we not caused Him as much pain as though 
we had brandished the knotted scourge and 
lashed His pure and holy Flesh? If we have 
sided with the majority against truth and right, 
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•or chosen evil rather than good, in what dp we 
4iffer from those who shouted, ^^not this man 
*^ but Barabbas ?'* If we have timidly kept 
from what is right or given way to what is 
wrong from human respect, how are we more 
innocent than Pilate? If we have unjustly 
judged an innocent man, attributing to him 
wrong motives or actions, inasmuch as we have 
done it to one of the least of His brethren, we 
have done it unto Christ. If we have acted 
towards others spitefully in the bitterness of 
party-spirit and in the temper of religious per- 
secution, we have likened ourselves to the 
fanatical and bigoted priests and Pharisees. If 
we have indulged ourselves in a course of sin, 
comforting ourselves with the thought that God 
will easily pardon us because Christ died for 
fiinners, have we not crucified to ourselves the 
Son of God afresh ? 

Oh, my brethren, this is a frightening way of 
looking at our sins ! it is terrible to detect in 
ourselves any likeness to those evil and cruel 
men who had a hand in the unjust condemnation 
snd crucifixion of the Son of God ! But let us 
not shrink from thus looking at our sins, throwing 
opon them the shadow of the cross. To see our 
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flins in this, their true light, is indeed to see 
them in all their baseness and hideous ingratitude ; 
but it is a help to compunction, to that heart- 
cutting sense of them which shall lead us to cry 
out " What must I do to be saved ?** And then 
we can turn our tear-dimmed eyes on Jesus, and 
read His love in His meek endurance of such 
injuries at our hands. My son. He seems to say,, 
thou hast done all this wickedness, yet I am 
willing to forgive thee all, if thou art truly peni« 
tent. I bore all that those cruel men, all that 
thou, still more cruel, as thou knewest better 
than they, hast inflicted upon Me. I bore all 
and more than thou knowest, for love of thee, 
that thou mightest be forgiven. Oh Jesus^ 
Master, Saviour, so deeply wounded by my trans- 
gressions, I believe Thee, trust Thy great love, I 
cast myself in faith beneath Thy pierced feet and 
bathing them with the tears of penitence, seem 
to hear Thy voice of loving absolution. Thy sins 
are forgiven — ^go, and sin no more. 

Suitable hymns.—A, 6f M.^ 93, 104, 97. If used on 
Good Friday ^ here may follow a pause for silent meditoHoru 
ITien the prayer from the Litany ^ ^^Remetkber not^ Lor^^ . . 
. . and, **' O Saviour of the worlds Who by Thy cross and 
<' previous Bloody hast redeemed tix, save us^ and help us, we 
*^ humbly beseech Thee^ O Lord,"" 
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SECOND MEDITATION. 

»»JE8US BEABING HIS CROSS," 

S. John xix. 17. 
" And He bearing His croes went forth.** 

When Pilate, although convinced of the perfect 
innocence of Jesus, really consented to deliver 
Him to the will of His bitter enemies, he took 
Jesus and scourged Him, according to the usual 
cruel custom of the Romans, who always treated 
in this savage way those who were to be crucified. 
It was a horrible torture. The Romans used 
whips with lashes of cord or leather loaded with 
pieces of metal, so that the bare backs of the 
victims of their ferocious brutality were fearfully 
cut and mangled. It is terrible to think of the 
Son of God suffering such treatment as this — 
amazing to think of His meekness in submitting 
to it. And then, when He is faint and exhausted 
with this terrible agony and loss of blood, insult 
is added to torture. The soldiers ^^ stripped Him, 
"and put on Him a scarlet robe. And when 
^* they had platted a crown of thorns they put it 
" upon His head, and a reed in His right hand p 
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^'and they bowed the knee before Him, and 
'^' mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews I 
'^^ And they spit npon Him, and took the reed, 
^' and smote Him on the head.'' Pilate is touched 
at the sight of so patient a sufferer, pale, bleed* 
ing, and exposed to mockery and ridicule ; he 
leads Him forth to the people in this piteous 
plight, aad makes one more appeal to them. But 
in vain. They know no mercy, no pity. Their 
•cry is still " Crucify Him, Crucify Him." And 
.^as Pilate still wavers and delays, they threaten 
him with an accusation of disloyalty to CsBsar. 
And so they gain their end. Jesus is finally de- 
livered into their hands to be crucified. And now 
they gather round Him, and some bring a heavy 
•<;ross and lay it upon His bleeding shoulders, and 
He, almost fainting with weakness -and pain 
under the burden, begins His weary march to 
Calvary. think of that procession! The 
malignantly triumphant priests and rulers giving 
their orders, the excited crowd shouting and jeer- 
ing, and in the midst Jssus and the two male- 
factors dragging along their crosses on which 
they were to die I The coarser frames of those 
two hardy robbers are more fitted to bear their, 
burdens than the tender body of Jssus, upon 
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which, moreover, the rage and spite of His tor- 
mentors have already inflicted so much suffering. 
See, He can scarce support the weight, scarce 
drag His fainting steps along! Yet theyhave^ 
no mercy. The brutal soldiers, encouraged by 
the Jewish priests, urge Him on with blow upon 
blow. It were a disgrace to humanity for a poor 
dumb animal to be treated so. How foul the 
' cruelty, when the victim was an innocent loving- 
hearted man I How horrible the impiety, how 
monstrous the crime, when that victim was their 
Lord and their GtOdI And now, there is a sud- 
den halt and confusion among the crowd. Jesu& 
has sunk under His burden. Human nature can 
endure no more. Scoffs, taunts, blows are not 
spared, but they are all in vain. He feebly strives 
to stagger on a little farther ; but falls again. 
It is of no use. "What is to be done ? They stop 
in some perplexity. It is plain that Jesus can 
carry that dreadful weight no longer, and yet 
who is to bear it for Him ? None of them. No, 
there is neither Jew nor Roman there who from 
jpity or any other consideration, could be induced 
for one moment to think of bearing that accursed 
and disgraceful thing, the cross. Does no one 
pity Him lying prostrate there ? Is there no one 
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io so much as wipe the sweat drops from His 
anguished brow ? A beautiful old legend tells of 
a woman named Veronica who stepped forth 
from the crowd, and wiped the Saviour's face with 
« cloth, to which cloth pver afterwards clung the 
impression of that sacred countenance. It may 
be true or not, we cannot tell. It is at least a 
beautiful thought. There is also a tradition that 
ihe Mother of Jesus met Him on His way to 
Calvary, and we may well imagine, if it were so, 
howier heart must have bled at the sight of His 
suffering and exhausted condition. This tradi- 
tion seems very probably true, as the Virgin- 
Mother was certainly present at the Crucifixion, 
although Scripture is silent as to the precise time 
at which she appeared on the scene. We must 
not conclude that such a tradition is false merely 
because the Evangelists have not recorded it, for 
they only give the main facts, not every minute 
incident ; and we may reverently fill in from tra- 
dition or even imagination, the bare outline of 
facts which the Evangelists give us, so long as 
we supply nothing which is out of keeping with 
the touching story. But now the perplexity of 
the Jews and soldiers is at an end, for they meet 
one Simon a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, 
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and him they compel to hear the cross, which 
Jbsus could carry no farther. And so once more 
the procession moves on. But, ere we trace its 
progress farther, let us ponder in our hearts the 
•events of that most mournful, most amazing, 
journey to Calvary, so far as we have already 
accompanied it in our thoughts. Jesus bears His 
<;ross in weakness and suffering. He is the cen- 
tral figure in that procession. On Him our eyes 
«.re fi^ed. He bears that shame and anguish in 
-silence, and yet His whole progress along that 
way of sorrows is a sermon more eloquent than 
words upon the text, " Whosoever will come after 
^^ Me let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
•<^ and follow Me." He, of Whom Isaiah had 
written, "The government shall be upon His 
•^^ shoulder," and again, " And the key of the 
^^ house of David will I lay upon His shoulder ; 
"^^so He shall open and none shall shut; and He 
•*^ shall shut, and none shall open," He bears the 
shameful cross, like the vilest of malefactors ! 
And yet shameful though the cross was in itseli, 
it could bring no real shame to Him who had 
done no deed of shame. What was it to Him 
but a bearing of the government upon his shoul- 
der ? For on it He triumphed gloriously over 
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His great enemy and onrs. The cross ! what wa» 
it but indeed the key with which He " opened the 
** Kingdom of Heaven to all believers" ? Stilly, 
at the time, it was an instrument of suffering to 
His tender Body, and of shame to His keenly 
sensitive souL Yet " for the joy that was set 
" before Him" He " endured the Cross, despising^ 
*Hhe shame." Oh, let us adore His love which 
won Him to take up His cross and never lay it 
down so long as He had strength left to stagger 
on under its load to ease us of the heavy burden 
of sin and to save us from " shame and everlast- 
"ing contempt." "Surely He hath borne our 
" griefs, and carried our sorrows." And He bore 
it alone. Amongst all His disciples there was* 
not found one who had courage to come forward 
and bear it for Him. They all had forsaken Him 
and fled. Ah, we think we would not have acted 
thus. We should have counted it the greatest 
honour and privilege to have been permitted to. 
relieve His smarting shoulders of that burden. 
We would not have waited, like Simon tha Gyre- 
nian, to have been compelled to bear His cross,, 
we would have thrust our way through the crowd 
and forced the soldiers to have let us carry the 
precious burden, or died in the attempt. So we 
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are apt to think. But do we know ourselves ? 
Are we so forward to confess Christ before those 
who despise Blm ? Are we so eager to take up 
our cross^ without waiting until it is laid upon 
us in the form of suffering, of sickness, of dis- 
appointed hopes ? Do we not say in our hearts 
** this life has crosses enough which we cannot 
" avoid, without our going out of our way to lay 
^^ them upon ourselves by self-denial and morti- 
^^ fication of the flesh" ? And yet our Lord did 
not say " Whosoever will come after Me, let him 
<^ bear patiently and with resignation the cross 
" when it is laid upon Him." He said " Who- 
soever will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
'^ and take up his cross, and follow Me." Blessed 
are they who, when the cross is laid upon them 
in spite of themselves, are brought by the in- 
voluntary suffering to repentance and faith in 
Jksus. Thus it seems to have been with Simon 
the Cyrenian ; his enforced fellowship with 
CHirist's sufferings most probably led to his be- 
coming a disciple, as we are told by S. Mark that 
he was the father of Alexander and Rufus, evi- 
dently well known as Christians to the Church 
in S. Mark's time. So it was, too, with the peni- 
tent thief: the cross was the instrument of his 
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conversion. And many have there been besides 
who have been compelled to bear the cross, and 
have had occasion to cry with David, " It is good 
" for me that I have been afflicted, for before I 
" was afflicted, I went astray, but now have I 
"kept Thy word,'* Yet more blessed are they 
who have been able to enter into the spirit of 
those words of S. Paul, " God forbid that I 
*' should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
"Jesus Christ, whereby the world is crucified 
"unto me, and I unto the world." Blessed, 
thrice blessed, are they who, of their own free 
will, desiring to be like Christ and to "know the 
"fellowship of His sufferings," practise daily 
self-denial, and daily cross th^ir own wills and 
appetites in something, and so live lives befitting 
the followers of the Crucified. Thus must we do 
if we would have the impression made upon us 
by the contemplation of Christ's sufferings re- 
main stamped upon our hearts and lives, like the 
impression of our Lord's Face upon Veronica's 
handkerchief, and not pass away " as the remem- 
" brance of a guest that tarrieth but a day." 

Suitable Hymns— A. fr ^' 165, 299, 297, 144. Prayers^ 
as before ; to which might be added any of the follmo^ 
ing Collects: — Sundmy before Easter^ Second Sunday 
ii^fter Easter, Circumcision. 
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THIRD MEDITATION, 

-* WOMEN OP JERUSALEM WEEP FOB JESUS," 

S. Luke xxni. 27. 

•**And there followed Him a great company of people, and of 
women, which also bewailed and lamented Him.'* 

And well they might. For surely those hearts 
must be dead to all human feeling, which would 
not be touched at such a sight. The fountains 
of those eyes must be altogether dried up, which 
could refrain from tears at beholding such dread- 
ful sufferings. For, although our blessed Lord 
was now relieved from carrying the heavy cross, 
yet consider how pitiable was His condition! 
The scourges had so fearfully mangled His flesh, 
that as the Psalmist says "The plowers had 
/* ploughed upon His back and made long fur- 
** rows," and from the sole of His foot even unto 
the head there was no soundness in His Sacred 
Body ; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
«ores, not closed, nor bound up, nor mollified 
with ointment, thus typifying in His flesh the 
«in-diseased state of the people whom He came 
to save. So far from any dressing having been 
applied to those gaping wounds, the robe that 
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liad been thrown over Him in mockery had been 
mdely torn off, and His own clothes as roughly 
put on Him again ; and besides this, the heavy 
cross, probably rough with splinters, had been 
pressing with all its weight upon His lacerated 
back, so that we may imagine how moving & 
spectacle He must have presented, as He wearily 
struggled on. Surely had no human tears fallen 
for Him, the very stones must have wept ! But 
these were, after all, merely natural tears, the 
outpouring of a feeling excited by the sight of 
suffering such as few women could gaze upon un- 
touched. The tears, and the feeling which called 
them forth, would pass away, when the sight was- 
no longer present. Our Lord estimated these 
tears and lamentations at their true value, and 
tried to turn their grief into a channel which, 
should be more profitable to them. They saw 
and wept over His sufferingp, but they were blind 
to their own guilt and the guilt of their whole 
nation in causing those sufferings. They saw 
not the fearful judgment that was impending 
over them for their unbelief and hardness of 
heart in rejecting the Messiah. But He foresaw 
sufferings so terrible coming upon the sons and 
daughters of Jerusalem, that they had already 
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drawn tears of compassion from His own ejeB. 
TherdTore He said, " Daughters of Jerusalem, 
** weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and 
^* for your children. For, behold the days are 
^'coming, in the which they shall say. Blessed 
" are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, 
*'and the paps which never gave suck. Then 
** shall they begin to say to the mountains. Fall 
^' on us ; and to the hills. Cover us. For if they 
^^do these things in a green tree, what shall be 
*'done in the dry?" These are the only words 
which our Lord is recorded to have spoken on 
His way from the judgment hall to Calvary, and 
they shew how wonderfully unselfish He was in 
the midst of such terrible suffering, how His 
mind was full, even then, of the thought of the 
awful retribution that those whom He yearned 
to save were bringing upon themselves by their 
obstinate unbelief. Doubtless the bitterest drop 
in His bitter cup of suffering was the knowledge 
that His sufferings were being endured all in vain 
for so many of the human race. These weeping 
women were but representatives of that large 
•elass of people who can be touched with a natural 
feeling of compassion for the corporal sufferings of 
<>thers, while they are insensible to the danger of 



iheir own bovIbj and have no pity on tiiemselveff^ 
Therefore our Lord said to them/ " Weep not 
^^ for Me/' not that He would reject human com* 
passion, for He had said by the Psalmist, '^ I 
<^ looked for some to take pity, but there wa» 
^' none, and for comforters, but I found none.'*^ 
He would not check the tears of a Mary Magda* 
lene, or of a penitent weeping for His sufferings 
with the consciousness of having added to them 
by His own sins. He would not reprove " a 
"godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto 
"salvation not to be repented of, but only that 
transitory sorrow which when it passes away, 
leaves no abiding fruit of amendment behind* 
To weep, or affect to weep, at the story of our 
Saviour's sufferings, while we feel no sense of 
our own lost sinful state, no repentance, no self- 
reproach for our iniquities which were laid upoQ 
Him, is a profitless lamentation, and to such 
mourners, Jesus says, " Weep not for Me, but 
"weep for yourselves." It is to be feared that 
there are many amongst us who are like the 
daughters of Jerusalem: many whose natural 
feelings are stirred by the recital of the Passion,» 
^ho would weep as readily at an affecting tragedy 
in a theatre, or over a touching story. Many 
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there are, whose hearts are filled with sorrow 
and whose eyes even fill with tears, in Holy week 
and on Grood Friday, who will go back to the 
pleasures of the world and lives of self-indulgenoe 
as soon as Lent is over. There was no com- 
punction, no prickings of heart, in their sorrow. 
It was more sentimental than real. It was not 
the sorrow of a broken and contrite heart, weep- 
ing over the sins which had crucified the Lord 
of Glory. But when we have been brought face 
to face with our sins, and have been led to look 
forward with terror to the Day of Judgment, 
when the wicked shall cry to the mountains to 
fall on them, and to the hills to cover them ; 
when we have felt with anguish and alarm that 
we are hell-deserving sinners, and have cried out 
in earnest what shall I do to be saved ? when we 
have realised what is that awful doom to save us 
from which Jssus ^'bare our sins in His own 
"Body on the tree"; when we have learnt to 
weep for ourselves, for our sins, and their de- 
served punishment, then our tears at the story 
of the Passion will be the tears of heart-stricken 
penitents, such as Jesus loves to see, such as He 
will delight to wipe away, comforting us as a 
mother comforteth her children. 
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''If they do these things in a green tree^ what 
shall be done in the dry?" By these words onr 
Lord wonld warn ns that if He, the innocent one^ 
the Tree of Life, suffered undeservedly such bit- 
ter anguish for others, how terrible would be the 
just retribution that would fall upon those who 
had made all His sufferings to be in vain for 
them by their obstinate continuance in sin I How 
would they who were, like dry, sapless trees, ripe 
for the burning, suffer in the eternal fires I " If 
*' the righteous scarcely be saved," only be saved 
at the cost of the Passion of the Son of God^ 
** where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" 

Oh, my brethren, let us not be insensible of 
our danger, let us not neglect our own souls. If 
some of us could see the real state of our souls 
before God, they would see a sight to make 
angels weep, a sight to bring tears into the eyes 
of Jesus Himself Who wept over Jerusalem, a 
sight to make Him exclaun. Weep not for Me, ye 
who have such deep need to weep for yourselves. 
For what sight can be more dreadful than a soul 
cared for by Jesus so that He shed His owii 
Blood, the Blood of Gk)D, as the price of its re- 
demption, cared for by the Father Who so loved 
it that He gave His only-begotten Son for it 
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fhat belieTing on Him it might not perish but 
have everlasting life; cared for by the "Eolj 
Spirit, Who regenerated it, pleaded with it, made 
intercession for it with groanings that cannot be 
Tittered, and wonld fain even now, although often 
resisted and grieved by its obstinacy, convert it 
und lead it forth into the land of righteousness ; 
a soul, cared for thus by the Holy and ever 
blessed Trinity, an object of wistful interest and 
longing to the holy angels, especially to its guar- 
dian angel, and yet itself careless, indifferent, 
self-satisfied, with no fearful looking for of judg- 
ment to come, no felt need of a Saviour to Whom 
to cling with more than the energy with which a 
drowning man woi^ild cling to a rock. A drunken 
man who lies down to rest on a heap of quick- 
lime, while a sorrowing wife or parents are pray^ 
ing for him at home; a blind man helplessly 
groping his way to the brink of a precipice ; a 
madman gnawing and rending his own flesh; 
all these are matters for tears, but they are as 
nothing in their piteousness to the sight of a soul, 
so precious in the sight of the Holy Trinity, in- 
sensible to its own danger, blindly going on to 
its own ruin, madly inflicting upon itself hideous 
wounds. Oh, my brethren, Gk)D give us grace 
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to Bee ourselves as He sees ns. God keep u» 
from thinking or saying '^I am rich, and increased 
'^ with goods, and have need of nothing", know- 
ing not that we are " wretched, and miserable^ 
'^and poor, and blind, and naked." God grant 
OS to know and feel how very precious our soula 
are, and to what horrible danger we expose theni 
if we live in unrepented, unconfessed, unresisted 
sin. God give us grace to take in time the counsel 
which our Lord gave to the lukewarm and self- 
satisfied Church of Laodicea, " I counsel thee to 
" buy of the gold tried in the fire, that thou may- 
" est be rich ; and white raiment, that thou may- 
^^ est be clothed ; and that the shame of thy 
^' nakedness do not appear ; and anoint thine 
" eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest see." 

Suitable Hymns: A. fr M. 150, 100, 102, 287. Prayers a» 
before. Also may be used Collects for Ash Wednesday 
mad Third Sunday after Easter, 
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FOURTH MEDITATION. 
«* JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS." 

S. LxTKB, zxin. 88. 

« And when they were come to the place, which is cftUed Galraiy,. 
there they crucified Him." 

How much is told us in these few words I The 
arrival of Jesus at the scene of His death, the^ 
name and character of the place^ and all that 
was done there, the stripping of the victim, the 
nailing to the cross, the fixing of the title or 
superscription, which announced the crime laid 
against Him, and the uprearing of the cross with 
its sacred burden. There is an indescribable 
grandeur in the very brevity of the Gospels^ 
And there is a purpose in this brevity. Surely 
it is meant to incite us to meditation, to leave us 
to fill in by the power of imagination the sketch 
that is given us. The brevity of Holy Scripture 
seems designed to invite us to exercise our imag-^ 
ination upon holy things, and so to make a right 
and profitable use of a faculty too often abused 
by unlawM and unhallowed indulgence* Let 
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us try, then, to imagine the amval of Jesus at 
Calvary. The three crosses are laid upon the 
^onnd. Some of the soldiers guard the prisoners 
while the necessary preparations are made, others 
drive back the crowd and make a clear space in 
the middle, while the holes are dug in which the 
•crosses are to be planted. The scribes and 
Pharisees gather together in a gronp by them^ 
selves. Pilate is busy dictating the inscription 
which is to be nailed over the head of Jssus. S. 
John, and the blessed Virgin and Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary the wife of Cleophas, form 
another group, standing as near as they dare, 
while farther off stand ^^all His acquaintance 
"and the women that followed Him from 
^^ Galilee." The rest of the crowd, with mingled 
feelings and emotions, stand in a circle around, 
some weeping for pity, some gazing in scorn and 
derison and exulting in the execution of Him 
whom they deemed an impostor and blasphemer. 
In the background rise the walls and towers of 
the Holy city, the city of the chosen people, that 
lioly and beautiful place, which Jesus loved so 
well, liallowed by so many sacred memories, 
-^'beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole 
"^^ earth,'' so favoured, yet so imgrateful, exalted 
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to- h^ven, yet so soon to be cast down to hell^ 
withonifc one stone left npon another, because 
it knew not the things which belonged to its 
peace. 

Jesus gazes npon this scene, oh ! with what 
emotions! Snrely there was present to His 
mind the great Day when He should not stand, 
as now, by the cross of suflfering and shame, but 
sit upon the Throne of His Glory, when all 
nations should be gathered together and He should 
divide them as a shepherd separateth the sheep 
from the goats ! He saw the scribes and 
Pharisees, not exulting as now in their hour and 
the power of darkness ; but as they would be 
when His hour was come, cowering and terrified,. 
slinkii\g away as beaten hounds before Him. 
When they should look on Him Whom they 
pierced, and all kindreds of the earth should wail 
because of Him. He saw His late judges,. 
Caiaphas, and Herod, and Pilate, awaiting in 
agonised suspense His just judgment. His now 
persecutors and executioners crying to Him for 
mercy, His now weeping and mourning followers 
with their sorrow turned into joy ; and in place 
of the once Holy City, so long loved and warned 
in vain, the truly Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
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<x)ming down from God out of Heaven, as a bride 
^adorned for her husband. His prophetic mind 
shewed to Him all the actors in that scene, as 
they should be when all should be so wondrously 
<)hanged. But Tnen saw only a poor, scourged, 
helpless, man, awaiting, with thieves and male- 
factors, a felon^s death. And now the rough 
soldiers, used to such work as this, proceed 
without awe or fear, to execute their orders. 
They treat Jesus as a common criminal, strip 
Him rudely of His blood-stained garments, 
tearing them impatiently from the clinging flesh, 
and, respecting neither His bodily anguish nor 
His virgin modesty, expose His sacred Body to 
the gaze of the curious and mocking rabble. 
Even to this outrage He submitted to atone for 
our sins of immodesty and enl curiosity, and, 
then, without a murmur or show of resistance He 
suffers them to lay Him down, with no gentle 
hands, we may be sure, upon the hard bed of the 
cross. We would fain hide our eyes and close our 
ears to what follows, the driving of the cruel nails 
into His hands and feet, the rending of flesh and 
sinew, the dull thud of the strokes of the hammer. 
" They pierced My hands and My feet" — oh, the 
agony contained in those words I Think of your 
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own hands and feet qaivering under the piercing 
of large nails driven in, stroke by stroke^ with a 
hammer, ye who cannot endnre so mnch as a 
thorn or a blister in those tender parts ! Oh 
those hands, so often stretched out in healing and 
blessing, those feet, which never spurned away 
one trembling suppli^t, but were so often 
wearied with carrying Him to the relief of the 
many forms of human misery — ^What had they 
done to be treated so ? In every member of His 
Body He would suffer to atone for the crimes 
which we commit with the members of our body. 
And now the horrid task is completed, and the 
Victim is ready to be lifted up upon the Cross. 
But first according to custom the soldiers offer 
TTim vinegar to drink, mingled with myrrh, 
making a stupefying draught to render the suf- 
ferer partly insensible to the pain ; but of this 
He would not drink. Then they bring a wooden 
tablet on which His accusation was written "This 
"is Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews", 
This is nailed to the cross above His Head. It 
is written in three languages, Hebrew, and Greek, 
and Latin, that all may read, and when the chief 
priests read it, they remonstrated with Pilate, 
iind would have had the title altered to " He said, 
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^' I am King of the Jews." But Pilate, waverings 
before, was firm now, and shewed that he could 
be decided when he chose. They had disowned 
any king but Caasar, and therefore any one claim- 
ing to be the king of the Jews deserved to be 
executed as a rebel. They were caught in their 
own trap, all that they intended to deny was- 
that Jbsus was king of the Jews, they had no 
idea of renouncing all right to have a king of 
their own. Hence their annoyance when they 
found that Pilate had taken them at their word^ 
and he, who bore them no good will for forcing" 
bim on to put an innocent man to such a death^ 
took a grim pleasure in turning their own worda 
into a confession of their loyalty to C8Bsar* 
" What I have vnritten I have written" was his. 
only reply to their protest. So now the Cross is 
raised up and planted in the ground that Jesus 
may hang there lingering in agony until He dies^ 
of exhaustion and pain. A dreadful death, and 
there are added to His sufferings the pain of a 
false accusation, the triumph and jeering of His 
persecutors, the railing of a robber, the mockery 
of the soldiers, and ah I that which touches ua 
more nearly, the sins of those who profess and 
call themselves Christians. 
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Jesu, Thou, stripped of Thy garments and 
exposed to shame, teachest us not to be vain of 
fine clothes and not to spend much time and 
thought upon raiment which was rendered neces- 
sary when man's first innocency was lost. Let 
it rather be our care to " be clothed with humility" 
and to "put on the ornament of a meek and 
" quiet spirit," and that " ^hat mind may be in 
'^ us which was also in Christ Jesus." Let us 
seek to minister to Thee by clothing the naked, 
since Thou hast taught us that they who do this 
to the least of Thy brethren do it unto Thee. 
Surely, had we seen Jesus naked, we should have 
gladly given our own garments to cover Him ! 
But if so, we shall deny ourselves luxuries in 
dress, that we may have to give to those many 
who lack the necessaries of warm and decent 
clothing. It is easy to test ourselves, to put 
.ourselves to the proof, whether we would have 
esteemed it a privilege to clothe Jesus, by asking 
ourselves whether we do anything to clothe His 
poor brethren ; whether what we give to supply 
their wants bears any just comparison with what 
we spend on personal adornment. Then, those 
sacred Hands and Feet nailed to the Cross, do 
they not teach us to keep our hands fast bound 
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jBrom every Binfiil deed, every dishonest gain ; and 
onr feet from carrying ns whither we ought not 
to go ? That accusation written over His Head, 
80 false, so public, yet so meekly borne, does it 
not convey a lesson to ns to endure patiently 
slander and evil report, and to abstain from 
writing or saying about others what is not, or 
may not be, just and true ? Ah, if people who 
write letters and articles in newspapers eagerly 
pointing out every failure or error in judgment, 
real or fancied, on the part of their brethren or 
superiors, if such people would but think first 
of Him, Who had that accusation written and 
placed over His Head, surely they would lay 
down the pen before they wrote, lest they should 
be accusing Jesus in the persons of His brethren I 
But these sufferings of our Blessed Lord have in 
them more than the force of an example, they 
have an atoning power ; and they who truly 
repent of past vanity and extravagance in dress, 
may plead His sufferings in the stripping of His 
garments ; they whose hands and feet have been 
defiled with sin now repented of, may plead for 
their pardon the nailing of His sinless Hands 
and feet ; they whose consciences smite them for 
sins of calumny and slander, may seek and find 
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forgivenesB for His dear sake Who meekly 
endured to be accused as a rebel. 

Suitable Hymns.— A. jr M. 96. 99, 90. 152. Prayer$ at 
before. Collects^ Septuagesima^ *« O Ood^ Whose nature 
^ and property f^ 2nd and Srd Sundays after faster. 



FIFTH MEDITATION- 
" JKSUS DIES UPON THE CEOSS/ 

BOMANS V. a 

" Bat God oonunendeth His love towards us, in that, wliile we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

Let us dwell upon this fact first, and try to 
realise it, "Christ died." For hours he hung 
upon that cross, suffering in Body and Soul. The 
sufferings of His Body we can to some extent, 
although not fully, imagine, especially those of 
us who have ourselves passed through great 
bodily anguish, or witnessed scenes of heartrend- 
ing agony. But even the bodily sufferings of 
Jesus we can but imperfectly realise, not only 
because of the exceeding delicacy and sensitive- 
ness of that Body which was so closely united to 
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the GoDhead; but also, because, whereas we, in 
our sufferings, have the kindness of friends and 
their tender nursing to soothe our pain, Jesus, 
on the contrary, had no comforts, but all the 
aggravations of His torture that the spite of His 
cruel enemies could heap upon Him. Who can, 
however, enter into the sufferings of the Soul of 
Jesus or picture them even faintly to himself ? 
In the Garden of Gethsemane the anguish of His 
Soul had forced from His Body strange drops of 
bloody sweat. And now on the Cross that fear- 
ful mysterious cry, "My God, My God, why 
" hast Thou forsaken Me?" betrays the mental 
conflict and desolation of His Soul, But, although 
we cannot pretend to sound the depths of that 
inner suffering, we can see how much there was 
to cause it. The Psalms, especially xxii. and 
Ixix., shew how keenly Jesus felt the shame and 
reproach, the railing and mockery of His perse- 
cutors, the desertion of friends, the lack of 
human sympathy. Then there was the horror 
with which His holy Soul shrank from sin wrought 
up to the highest pitch by the iniquity of all men 
being laid upon Him. The hiding for a while of 
the Father's face from Him, as from a sinner, 
although they were our sins that spread like & 
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dark cloud between Him and the Father's smile ; 
and then the disappointment of His loving heart 
at the wilful self-destruction of so many whom 
He was dying to save. So intense was His men-*' 
tal suffering under the pressure of all these bitter 
sorrows, that at last His heart broke with the 
anguish of it. Yes, it was not the pain of the 
Crucifixion which kiUed Him, those who were 
crucified usually lingered for days upon the cross; 
nor was it exhaustion from loss of blood, for at 
the very moment of His death He " cried with a 
*4oud voice"; He died of grief so overpowering 
that it broke His heart. So when the soldier 
came and pierced His side with a spear there 
came thereout both water and blood. This could 
only occur if the heart had, been ruptured, and 
the blood, before death, had in consequence, 
flowed out into the cavity which surrounds the 
heart. So that His own prophetic words were 
literally fulfilled, "Reproach hath broken My 
'' heart ;" " My heart is like wax; it is melted." 
He had come into the world which was made by 
Him, and it knew Him not. " He came to His 
"own and His own received Him not" He 
came, the promised, the long looked for Christ, 
He came to be " Immanuel, God with us", He 
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come with the sweet name of Jesus, Savionr, 
heralded by angels singing ^^ Glory to Gk>D in the 
^^ highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
^^ men"; He had gone about doing good and heal- 
ing all that were oppressed with devils, — and 
after all, this was His return, ^^ He was despised 
^'and rejected of men," hxmted and persecuted to 
death, and went out of the' world with a broken 
heart I ^^ Gk>d commendeth His Love to us, in 
*'ihat, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
"us"; died such a death as this I Could Al- 
mighty God Himself give a greater, a more 
winning proof of His love to sinful men? could 
He have commended His love to us more strongly? 
Think Who He was that died upon that cross I 
It was no mere mariyr, not an innocent broken- 
hearted man only ; it was Christ, the beloved 
Son of the Father, "equal to the Father as 
*' touching His Qonhead"; and the union of His 
human soul and body with the GoDhead gave to 
the suflferings of that soul and body a priceless 
Talue so that they deserved to atone for the sins 
of a whole world, " How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great salvation ?" if we harden our 
hearts against the love of QoJ> ? Why should 
God not have spared JHis only begotten Son ? 

Digitized by Google 



43 

Why should He have made such an awful sacri- 
fice, the sacrifice of His very best and dearest, 
to win the love, to touch the hearts of sinners ? 
Why should He not have left a fallen sinful 
world to its fate ? Why not have left us rebel- 
lious, faithless, creatures to our deserved misery? 
He had no need of us. He could have created a 
new race of beings without stain of sin, and left 
us to our doom. But no, His love, His Fatherly 
love, would not, could not, leave us to perish, 
even though we provoke Him to anger every day^ 
even though nothing less could redeem us than 
the Blood of His own beloved Sou, And what 
does He ask of us in return, but to trust His 
love, and to love Him with trustful, childlike, 
grateful, hearts ? " My son, give Me thine heart" 
And can we withhold it from Him, gazing upon 
such a spectacle as this, the Christ, the Son of 
Gk)D, humbling Himself to death, even the death 
of the cross ? Can we look upon Him Whom 
otir sins have pierced, and go back to our care- 
lessness and worldliness, and let the riches and 
cares and pleasures of this world steal away our 
hearts from GtOD ? Why did He die ? was it that 
men might have licence to sin with impunity ? 
God forbid I yet do not some seem to think so ? 
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Did He not die to save us from our sins, that we 
might live henceforth not unto ourselves, but 
unto Him Who died for us and rose again ? Oh, 
let the love of Christ constrain us to give Him 
love for love, and to devote our whole hearts and 
lives to His service. 

Are there any here to whom hitherto God has 
commended His love in vain? whose affections 
are set on things on the earth, Tfhose souls, pre- 
cious because redeemed at such a cost, are of so 
little value in their own sight that they expose 
them needlessly to every danger ? Oh, my fel- 
low-redeemed ones, for whom that priceless Blood 
was shed, that lovely life laid down, I most 
solemnly and affectionately entreat you, as in 
the very presence of the Cross of Jesus, do not 
trifle with your souls, do not reject the love which 
God so touchingly and graciously commends to 
you, do not, by continuing in sin, ^^ crucify to 
"yourselves the Son of God afresh and put Him 
"to an open shame." Guard, oh guard with 
watchfulness your souls so precious, so dear to 
Jesus, yet surrounded by so many dangers. Be 
not recklessly indifferent as to their salvation. 

That which Christ so hardly wronght^ 
That which He so dearly bought, 
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That salvation, mortals, say, 
Will ye madly cast away ? 

Ye know what ye do when ye sin. You know 
that every wilful act of sin, every wilful neglect 
of a sacred duty, is, as it were, a wounding of 
Christ afresh, a joining in the buffeting and 
mocking and spitting and scourging and blas- 
pheming and crucifying of Jesus. Every com- 
mandment you break is an act of unlove. Every 
time you turn away from the Holy Altar, whereon 
is shewn forth in the Blessed Sacrament the 
death of the Lord Jesus, you reject His offered 
love and grace. Every one who receives that 
Sacrament lightly, profanely, in unbelief or un- 
repented sin, is " guilty of the Body and Blood 
"of Christ." Deeds speak louder than words. 
It is in vain to say that we love Christ and believe 
in Him, if we neglect or profane His Sacraments 
and will not keep His commandments. And 
remember, Jesus, all pitying now, will have no 
pity in the great Day of His wrath. He wept 
over the coming doom of impenitent, unbelieving, 
Jerusalem, but His pity did not prevent His 
pouring out His wrath upon that city when the 
day of pity was past. And so it will be in the 
dreadful day of judgment, of which that city's 
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jadgment was a type, He will not spare those 
whb reject His redemption of love and pity now. 
But now His pitying love is, still as ever, ready 
to welcome back the returning prodigal, the 
repentant sinner. Now His sacred Body, glori- 
fied, but still bearing the marks of the nails and 
spear, is at God's right hand, ever pleading for 
mercy on the souls of men. He is the same 
loving, pitying Saviour, Who looked down from 
His angel-girt Throne uponra fallen world, the 
same Who hung bleeding, praying for His mur- 
derers, and dying broken-hearted for very love, 
upon the cross of shame, " Jesus Christ, the 
" same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," 

And you, dear penitents, who do mourn for 
your sins which have cost your beloved Saviour 
so much, you who do yearn to love Him. more, 
and are working out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, who are so far from being indif- 
ferent about your souls or blind to your sinfulness 
that your one fear is, lest you should have sinned 
too deeply and wandered too far to be forgiven, is 
there not sweet comfort for you, as you gaze upon 
the Crucified Eedeemer, in those words of the 
inspired Apostle—" God commendeth His love 
^^ toward us, in that while we were yet sinners^ 
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** Christ died for us" ? Can you have any linger- 
ing doubt left as to His willingness to forgive, 
of the freedom and fulness of His forgiveness 
extended to every sinner who humbly and heartily 
seeks it? Was it not just because you were sinners, 
helpless to save yourselves or to be reconciled to 
God, that Jesus died for you upon the Cross ? 
" Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that 
** died, yea, rather that is risen again, Who is^ 
" even at the right hand of Gk)D, Who also maketh 
" intercession for us." 

Suitable hymns.r-A, k M. 100, 97, 92, 94. Prayers as 
before. 1st Collect for Good Friday; Collect, 4th Sunday 
after Easter, First two Collects in Commination Service. 



SIXTH MEDITATION. 

"JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS." 

S. JoHV ziz. 88. 

** And after tliis Joseph of Arimathsaa, being a disciple of Jbbvs,. 
Imt secretly for fear of the Jews, besonght Pilate that he might 
take away the Body of Jbsus ; and Pilate gave h^n leave. He- 
-came therefore, and took the Body of Jbsus." 

The Romans usually left the bodies of those who- 
had been crucified upon the cross until they were 
devoured by birds of prey or had wasted away by 
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natural decay; but in Judaea they allowed this 
custom to be departed from in deference to the 
feelings of the Jews, who had received from Gtod 
i;his command, ^^ If a man have committed a sin 
"worthy of death, and he be put to death, and 
" thou hang him on a tree, his body shall not 
"remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt 
" in any wise bury him that day, (for he that is 
" hanged is accursed of God,) that thy land be 
^' not defiled, which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
"for an inheritance." "The Jews, therefore, 
^^ because it was the preparation, that the bodies 
'" should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath 
^' day (for that sabbath day was an high day,) 
-*^ besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, 
/^ and that they might be taken away." They 
were anxious that the law should not be broken ; 
but their consciences do not seem to have re- 
proached them with having broken the far more 
important commandment, "Thou shalt do no 
^' murder." To them the Word of God by Isaiah 
{i. 14, 15,) would apply with terrible fitness, 
" Your new moons and your appointed feasts My 
"^^ soul hateth ; they are a trouble unto Me ; lam 
*^ weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth 
'" your hands, I will hide My eyes* from you : yea. 
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" when ye make many prayers, I will not hear r 
'^ycmr hands are full of hhod^'* Pilate gave 
orders that it should be as they required. " Then 
^/ came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the 
** first, and of the other which was crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw 
" that He was dead already, they brake not His 
'^ legs, but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced 
^^ His side, and forthwith came there out blood 
" and water," thus fulfilling the prophetic type 
of the Passover lamb, not a bone of which was 
to be broken, and also the prophecy of Zechariah, 
^* They shall look upon Me Whom they have 
" pierced." And now the Holy Body is left alone* 
S. John has taken the Blessed Virgin to his 
own home. It has been a fearfully trying day for 
her, and the sword had indeed pierced through 
her own soul also. She was probably too miich 
exhausted to remain any longer near the harrow- 
ing scene, or even to perform the last sad offices 
for her Son's Body. This duty was to fall to the 
lot of another, of one concerning whom we had 
hitherto heard nothing. For Joseph of Arima- 
tha^a, a member of the Sanhedrim or Council of 
the Jews, although a disciple of Jesus, was 
too much afraid of his fellow councillors to 
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declare himself openly until now. Now, how- 

«yer, he lays aside his. timidity, and goea 

boldly to Pilate to beg the Body of Jssus* 

Oold is power ; and when a rich man seeks a 

fJEkvonr, he is generally more likely to succeed with 

those in authority than a poor man. With Qod 

it is otherwise. He heareth the cry of the poor, 

but the rich He sends empty away, that is, if they 

appear empty before Him, The prayers of the 

rich, if they are to prevail with God, must be 

accompanied by their alms. Had a poor man, 

Peter or John, gone to Pilate, he would probably 

have been refused, for this was no light favour to 

ask. In ordinary cases of execution the friends of 

the deceased were often allowed to take the body; 

but this was seldom granted in the case of one 

condemned to so ignominious a death as crucifixion. 

Joseph of ArimathsBa was rich and high in 

station, and Pilate, who paid court to the great, 

readily gave him leave. But while Joseph is 

going on his errand of love and reverence, let us 

fitand awhile at the foot of the Cross, and gaze 

on Him who hangs thereon. There is the Body 

which the Holy Son of God took of the Virgin 

Mary, the Body that had never been defiled by 

the least stain of sin. Those glazed eyes never 
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looked coldly on any sufferer, never gave an un- 
wind glance to any tearfol penitent, never turned 
away from any human eye that sought an 
answering look of love and pity. Those pierced 
hands, now rigid and contracted in death, were 
often raised to bless, uplifted in supplication, 
etretched out to heal. Those nailed feet had 
gone on many an errand of love. Those knees 
had often been bent in prayer for sinners. That 
parched and swollen tongue had spoken many a 
word of pardon and wisdom and love. Those 
white lips had never parted to utter a word of 
causeless anger. And yet no part of that Body 
had been without suffering, without shameful 
treatment, without horrible irreverence. Hands 
and feet and heart had been pierced, the head had 
been crowned with thorns and struck with the 
reed, the back had been torn with scourging, the 
feuce disfigured by blows and spitting, the hair 
had been plucked out by the roots, the eyes had 
been blindfolded with a filthy rag. But enough. 
Let us rather, now, while Joseph is hastening 
with the fine linen and spices which he has bought, 
call to mind the reverence which had already been 
shewn to that sacred Body. You will remember 
. how that, a few days ago, at the house of Simon 
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the leper, at Bethany, Mary, the sister of Martha 
and Lazarus, came with a box of very precious 
ointment, and brake the box, and anointed the 
feet and head of Jesus with the ointment. You 
will remember how Jesus silenced the protest of 
Judas who condemned the act as wasteful, and 
the murmurs of the disciples, who were deceived 
by the fair-sounding arguments of that self-in- 
terested protestant, — " Let her alone, against the 
"day of My burying hath she kept this." He, 
who had ever refused the riches and luxuries of 
this world while living, had accepted that costly 
gift as an allowable and praiseworthy preparation 
for His burial. Encouraged, it may be, by the 
knowledge of this incident, Joseph did not hesitate 
to lavish gold and silver in abundance in procuring^ 
the finest linen and most costly spices to wrap 
and embalm the sacred Body. And now, see, he 
comes, with Nicodemus, another member of the 
Sanhedrim, like him a timid and secret disciple^ 
the same who came to Jesus by night, and with 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James 
and Joses, and Salome. These are joined, prob- 
ably, by S. John, who, after taking the Blessed 
Virgin, to his home, had returned and witnessed 
the jpiercing of Jesus' side. They bring a ladder 
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and pincers to draw out the crnel nails ; they 
bring the linen and spices which they had pre- 
pared. Tenderly and reverently, with eyes dimmed 
with tears and swollen with long weeping, they 
disengage the loved form from the cross, and 
gently fold it in the linen shroud with the spices, 
and wrap a fair napkin round the wounded head. 
And Magdalene follows, wringing her hands, and 
almost beside herself with grief, to see where they . 
lay Him, Hira, Who, when all had scorned her, 
had suffered her to wash His feet with her hot 
tears of penitence, and to wipe them with her 
flowing hair ; Him, Who had not shrunk from 
her touch, although He was all Purity, and she an 
outcast and a sinner, Him, Who had pronounced 
with His own mouth her absolution. Yes, there 
were no hired mourners at that funeral, no hideous 
pageantry of mock woe, no mutes, nor dismal 
hearse, nor nodding plumes, emblems of despair 
and heart-chilling gloom. The bearers were John 
and Joseph; and Nicodemus, no hand touched 
Him now but of those that loved and honoured 
Him. None followed but heart-broken women. 
No crowd of idle, curious, sight-loving people, 
gazed upon that sweetly solemn procession. 
Doubtless, as they wound along the hillside of 
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Calvary and neared the new tomb hewn in the 
rock, choirs of white-robed angels, although no 
human eye might see them, came forth from Gton's 
Temple on high to meet the foneral train, and 
sang the Bequiem over the Body of their Ood 
and King. Sweet would be their songs and full 
of hope, for they knew, what His human mourners 
had forgotten, that He was the Resurrection and 
the Life, and could not be holden by the bonds 
of death. Oh I never, never, has earth known 
such a funeral as that ! Never, never, again can 
such be seen by angels or men. For that was 
no common body that was then borne to its rest- 
ing place. It was the Body of the Word made 
Flesh, the Body that had been " conceived by the 
" Holy Ghost." And now they enter the cave 
with their sacred burden. In silent awe, or with 
voices hushed into a whisper, and choked with 
sobs, they lay it down. Perhaps Magdalene 
lingers to imprint a last kiss on those cold, pale 
lips, or on those feet that did not spurn her from 
them when she ventured to kiss them in Simon 
the Pharisee's house. They pass out. The great 
stone is rolled to the mouth of the sepulchre. Joseph 
and John and Nicodemus go away. Mary Mag- 
dalene and the other Mary sit down in the garden 
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opposite the sepulchre, for they cannot bear to 
leave Him yet The scriptures are fulfilled, which 
said, " He made His grave with the wicked, and 
"with the rich in His death," Oh, holy tomb, 
oh, hallowed spot, oh, thrice holy ground, whereon 
reposes the weary Body of the Creator of all 1 

Magdalene, what thoughts are thine ? Why 
dost thou linger here ? She has but one thought, 
Jesus is there ! and His Presence, which was all 
in all to her in life, she cannot leave even in 
death. But not by man alone was reverence and 
honour shewn to the Body of Jesus. Man might 
wrap and embalm it, and lay it in a new tomb 
wherein never yet man lay ; but all the loving 
care of human mourners could not preserve it 
from corruption. The GoDhead was not separate 
from the Body, although the human soul of 
Jesus had left it awhile to visit the spirits in 
prison. And the GoDhead preserved it from the 
least taint of corruption. Angel-watchers, too, 
were there, they were permitted to shew their 
reverence to that Body which their God had made 
for ever to be part of Himself. And so^ where 
the Body lay; the eagles of heaven were gathered 
together. Traces of their reverential care were 
seen by Peter and John after the resurrection in 
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the orderly arrangement of the linen clothes, and 
the napkin that was about His head. Shall we 
not learn to shew every reverence, ontward and 
inward, to the Body and Blood of our Lord 
sacramentally present on the Altar, and receive 
Him with faithful hearts hermetically sealed 
against all that would break upon the repose of 
His Presence within us ? 

Suitable Hymns, A. Sr M. 105, 210, 375, 332, 163. Pray- 
ers as be/ore. Collects, Easter Eve, Burial Service, 
" Jn the midst of life we are in death, Sfc," Baptismal 
Service, ^^ We yield Thee hearty thanhs, ifc'\ substituting' 
" W and " us'' for « this infanr, « him' , « Ae", ^c. 



SEVENTH MEDITATION. 

"JESUS IN THE SEPULCHRE." 
S. Luke xxiii, 56. 

"And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and 
rested tlie Sabbath day according to the commandment." 

When the holy women returned from the sepul- 
chre, after that they had seen the Body of Jesus 
laid to rest, they busied themselves in getting 
ready spices and ointments to do more thoroughly 
the work of embalming the Body, which the two 
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rulers had been compelled to do in haste. This 
shews how entirely they had lost sight of His 
assurance that He would rise again the third day, 
how little expectation they had of His rising at 
all before the resurrection at the last day, to 
which Martha had looked forward for the rising 
again of her brother Lazarus. They had " trusted 
"it had been He which should have redeemed 
" Israel"; but they had seen Him dead and buried, 
and their hopes were buried with Him. But the 
hours of the Sabbath draw on, and they must rest 
from their holy employment, and restrain their 
desire to pay the last honours to His Body until 
the Sabbath should be past. And Jesus rests 
too. He Who on the sixth day of creation had 
made man, and rested the seventh day, had also 
redeemed man on the sixth day of the week, and 
His worn out Body was now taking its Sabbath 
rest in Joseph's new tomb. And yet what a 
mystery there is in this rest of JbsitsI As, 
although it is said that Gk)d rested on the seventh 
day, yet Jesus said, " My Father worketh hither- 
" to, and I work"; so now, while Jesus rests in 
the tomb as to His human Body, yet His soul 
was not inactive or idle, for S. Peter tells us that 
it went and preached to the spirits in prison. So 



58 

aUo, the ^^ rest that remaineth for the people of 
^^ God" is not a rest of idleness or inaction. It 
is a rest of work without weariness, a rest from 
weary strife against sin, a rest of changed occu- 
pation ; as the four living creatures whom S. 
John saw in the Bevelation, ^^ rest not day and 
"night, saying. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord GrOD 
" Almighty, Which was, and is, and is to come,'' 
yet are never tired. The weary Body is at rest, 
but " the wicked " do not " cease from troubling", 
yet On that Sabbath day there was mingled 
with their triumph at the success of their evil 
designs, a certain feeling of anxiety and uneasi- 
ness. Perhaps they had not heard the last of 
Jesus of Nazareth yet ; they remember, with a 
better memory than that of the disciples, that Hey 
Whom they called "that deceiver" had said, 
while He was yet alive, " After three days I will 
" rise again." So they go to Pilate and tell Him 
this, and ask him to give orders to make the 
sepulchre sure and set a watch ^^ lest His disciples 
" come by night and steal Him away, and say 
^^ unto the people. He is risen from the dead : so 
" the last error shall be worse than the first." 
And Pilate gives them a guard of Boman soldiers, 
who are placed as sentinels over the tomb, and 
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the stone is sealed, and the chief priests go to 
sleep on that Sabbath night with the hope that 
they have now indeed heard the last of the Na- 
zarene, and that "that deceiver" will trouble 
them np more. And the disciples, ah I what a 
sad Sabbath day that was for them ! Very likely 
we might see most of them among the crowds 
flocking to the temple services ; but Oh ! with 
what heavy hearts, what crushed hopes ! what 
utter perplexity, what bitter tears I As to any 
thought of stealing the Master's Body, nothing 
could be farther from their minds. And mean- 
while, angels are watching that Sacred Body in 
awe and wonder. How they must have marvelled I 
for only by degrees were the wondrous issues of 
the Incarnation revealed to them, as S. Peter says, 
" Which things the angels desire to look into.'* 
They had marvelled when the Son of God came 
down and took a human body and a human soul, 
marvelled when they saw that Body could be weak 
and weary, and that Soul sad and downcast, like 
other men's; but now, to see that soul and body 
separated by death, how wonderful ! So, while 
the priests are rejoicing, the disciples weeping, 
the soldiers keeping guard, and angels are won- 
dering, the Body of Jssus sleeps peacefully in the 
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rich man's grave. And His Flesh rests in hope, 
for, as Joseph was taken ont of the pit, and as 
Jonah came ont from the belly of the fish, so 
sorely shall the Sonl of Jesus not be left in Hades, 
nor His Flesh see corruption. He shall come 
forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and 
rejoice as a strong man to run a race. For our 
sakes the Lord of Heaven and earth consented 
that His Body should thus rest awhile in the 
tomb. For our salvation He died and was buried 
and rose again, that He might ransom His people 
from the power of the grave, and redeem them 
from death. For us He was buried, that those 
who, having been buried with Him in Baptism, 
should continually mortify all their evil and 
corrupt aflfections, might pass, in the power of 
His resurrection, through the grave and gate of 
death to their joyful resurrection. blessed and 
glorious sepulchre, consecrated by the presence 
of that Sacred Body ! henceforth all Christian 
tombs are hallowed, every grave-yard is holy 
ground, death is changed to sleep, churchyards 
are cemeteries or places of rest, " God's acres " 
filled with bodies that, <^sown in corruption," 
shall be " raised in incorruption." " Blessed are 
^< the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : 
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^*yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
•* their labours." " death where is thy sting ? 
** O grave, where is thy victory ?" But to all this 
'* blessed consolation those mourning women were 
" as yet strangers on that sad sabbath day. We^ 
who know how gloriously that Body came forth 
from the closed tomb on that Easter Morn, cannot 
enter into their feelings of heart-crushing deso- 
lation, cannot put ourselves into their position.* 
With us the tender gloom of Easter Eve is relieved 
from sadness by the hushed yet joyful expectation 
of the Alleluias of Easter Day. But they, the 
only comfort which they could look forward to 
on the morrow was the sad consolation of 
wrapping the lifeless form of their loved Master 
more carefully in the linen and spices which they 
had prepared. And even this, would it be per- 
mitted them ? Who was to roll away for them 
tlie great stone which blocked the entrance to the 
tomb? Oh sad, sad sight that haunted their 
sorrowing minds that Sabbath day, the closed 
tomb wherein the Body of Jksus lay, the great 
atone which shut them out from that beloved 
Presence I !3ut there is a sadder sight than this, 
which they saw not, but which Jesus sees, and 
wondering angels see every day. And this is 
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^ closed heart wherein is all manner of corrap- 
tion, however fairseeming outwardly ; a whited 
napulchre, full of dead men's bones and all 
^ncleanness. And Satan has sealed it for his 
pwn^ 4nd his evil angels keep guard outside, 
and Jbsus comes, and stands and knocks, biit 
gains no entrance. He could pass out of that 
closed and sealed tomb, He could enter into that 
upper room where the disciples were gathered 
together with closed doors for fear of the Jews ; 
but He cannot enter into a human heart which 
wilfully Bhuts Him out. And oh the wonder 
that any heart should remain sealed against ^is 
love I But if any man will hear His voice and 
open the door, then Satan and his guards, may 
watch in vain, Jesus will enter in and bring light 
and joy and restful peace into that heretofore 
4ark and gloomy heart. Oh, that by the sacred 
lessons of this Holy Week, Jesus may have 
knocked not in vain at the door of hearts long 
closed against Him, and that the old, old story 
of the crossr may have smitten the hard rock and 
tolled away the stone that blocked Jesus out I 
Colder and more dreary than the grave is the 
heart that is unblessed by the Presence of Jesus, 
barder and more ^unfeeling than stone must be he 
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who can hear, tlnmoyed, the story of redeeming 
love. Blessed are those souls wherein Jesus 
dwells ; in them are found the sweet spices and 
ointments of Christian graces. To such apply 
the words of the Heavenly Bridegroom iti the 
Song of Songs, " A garden inclosed is My sister, 
^^ My spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed^ 
'^Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, 
*^ with pleasant fruits ; camphire, with spikenard, 
'^ spikenard and saffron ; calamus and cinnamon, 
" with all trees of frankincense ; myrrh and aloes, 
" with all the chief spices." In souls wherein 
Jesus dwells is found "the fine linen" which 
*48 the righteousness of saints." And on the 
door of that soul is " the seal of the Spirit," and 
it is guarded by the angels of Jesus from the ap- 
proach of evil spirits, that they may not steal it 
away from Him. And so long as that soul shuts 
out from itself all evil desires and lusts, and 
Jesus is a welcome Guest, He will never depart 
from it, never leave it nor forsake it. " This," 
He will say, " shall be my rest for ever, here will 
" I dwell, for I have a delight therein." Such a 
soul was his who fearing not death and the grave, 
exclaimed " To me to live is Christ, and to die is 
" gain"; and again, " I am persuaded that neither 
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'^ death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities^ 
^^ nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
''come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
'^ creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
"love of God, which is in Christ Jesus out 

SuitahU HymtSy A. ff M. 105, 328, 163. PraytrB aa given 
after 6th Meditation* 
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Bethlehem Ephratah, 
by rev. w. h. ridley, 

Xedar c/BamUtdait Buekt, 



MlCAH Y. 2. 

*< But thou, B«thl«hem £phratah, though thon be little among 
the thousands of Jndah, yet ont of thee shall He come forth nnto 
Me that is to be Baler in Israel ; Whose goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlasting." 

The land of Jndah was to be brought low for the 
sin of its inhabitants. The coantry should lose 
its King, and the temporary governors should be 
subjected to contemptuous treatment. So says 
the prophet in the verse preceding the text. 
Bat in the time of its deepest humiliation one 
of its least, most obscure, and despised spots 
should become exceeding great The Deliverer 
of the land should be born there, He Who was the 
real and true King of the Jews, their rightful 
monarch, Who should rule over thepi in His Own 
right, and not by favour of a foreigner, should 
be born there. Let us now first try to puder- 
stand the actual vords of the prophe^ which are 
No. 7 ' n ^ 
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quoted by St. Matthew with a little variety in his 
account of the visit of the wise men at this joyful 
season. 

« Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah." It was the 
place where Eachel, Jacob's beloved wife, 
died, and was buried. Its name, Bethlehem, 
signifies " the house of bread," and Ephratah, 
" fruitfulness." It was, and is, as travellers are 
careful to tell us, a very rich and fertile spot. 
We feel how suitable are these names to the 
place of Christ's Birth, when we remember how 
earnestly He puts Himself forth as " the Bread 
*^of Life," and that He is the corn of wheat 
which should ^' fall into the ground and die, and 
" bring forth much fruit," the souls of so many 
whom He saves and sanctifies. The prophet 
addresses the city by its two spiritual names, 
**the house of bread," and "fruitfulness." 

" Though thou be little among the thousands 
" of Judah"; or rather, " who art too little to be 
" reckoned among the thousands of Judah." The 
place was so small, and so little thought of, 
that when the towns and villages of Judah are 
reckoned, its name is not even mentioned ; no 
one woidd think of Bethlehem being a place of 
importance, yet, as the words are given in St. 

Digitized by LjOOQ l€ 



67 

Matthew, it was in Gtod's sight by no means 
" the least" place there. Among men it was 
nothing accounted of; it had none of the elements 
of greatness, such as man thinks of; it had not 
houses, nor people, nor size, nor riches. But 
before God it was greater than others. The great 
men among the governors of Judah should ac- 
knowledge that Bethlehem's Prince was greater 
than they. 

" Out of thee shall He come forth unto me that 
" is to be Ruler in Israel." Out of Bethlehem 
should come Christ, the real, rightful Ruler. In 
the stable of the inn at Bethlehem shall He come 
out of His Virgin Mother's Womb. And He 
shall rule, not merely the Jews, the children after 
the flesh of Jacob, but all these, the true Israel 
of God, who have the faith of " Abraham, Isaac, 
" and Jacob.'* 

'^ Whose goings forth have been from of old, 
" from everlasting." He is none other than God 
Himself, the Eternal God, God the Son, Who 
has no beginning. He Whose going forth as 
God was from everlasting, should come forth and 
be bom at Bethlehem. God should be born 
Man. That Little One Whom the wise men 
should worship in the manger wais God^'^the 
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''same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." He 
Who began His manhood on Christmas morning, 
had been from Eternity, before ever time began. 
We cannot understand Eternity. We can only 
think of time lengthened out in indefinite periods, 
bat this is not Eternity. When yon have thought 
of millions of years, multiplied by as many 
millions of years, you are no nearer Eternity than 
you were at first. He Who was from Eternity 
should come forth as a new-born Child at Beth- 
lehem, the rightful Buler, as God of all His 
people. 

Thus should Bethlehem be great. ''Earth 
"has many a noble city.'* In ancient times 
there were Babylon, and Nineveh, and Borne. In 
later days there are Paris and London. The 
East has seen the wonders of Delhi, the world 
has trembled under the power of the rulers of 
Babylon, Greece, and Bome, and France ; and 
now England boasts of the largest city and the 
most extended empire, while Prussia and Bussia 
can hardly be counted as second to her. But 
Bethlehem surpasses all cities, because her ruler 
is greater than all their rulers. Why is Bethle- 
hem so great and noble ? Why was the second 
temple, greater than Solomon's ? Why is that 
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little narrow strip of land at the east of the 
Mediterranean Sea greater than all lands? Be-, 
cause God was born in Bethlehem, because God 
visited and taught in Herod's temple, because 
God came to Palestine, lived and died as man . 
there. He has ennobled Bethlehem, the temple, , 
the Holy Land. 

So here we see what constitutes her greatness. 
Not the things which man wonders at and prizes^, 
not vast size, not grand buildings, not multitudes > 
of inhabitants, not strength of fortifications, not 
stores of riches: else Babylon or Nineveh, or 
Delhi, or Rome, or London, would far outstrip; 
Bethlehem. But when the wealth and popula- 
tion of London have crumbled into nothing, like 
the huge buildings of Babylon and Nineveh, like 
the jewels of India, like the power of Rome, like 
the rulers of Greece, like the Emperors of France^ 
when all these have passed away and are no more 
at the word of the Great Judge, then shall the 
greatness of Bethlehem, be all the more clearly 
seen, and be the more fully acknowledged, for 
" out of Sion it shall be reputed that He was 
"bom there," Whose rod and Whose word has 
shaken all those others to nothing. True great- 
tiess is from God alone. Where He is, howevei; 
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small and despised the place, or thing, or person 
be in the eyes of man, there is greatness. The 
man who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
who trembles at His word is great, for Gk)d 
dwells with him and in him. The lowly cottage, 
or the prison, or the bed of patient suffer- 
ing where lies the child of God, supported by 
His presence, bearing patiently in His strength 
the Cross which He has laid on Him, is great be- 
cause God is there in His suffering child. The 
consecrated elements in the Blessed Sacrament, 
though unbelievers mock at a taste of bread and 
a sip of wine, are great because in and through 
them Christ comes home to the souls of His 
faithful ones. God alone is true greatness. To 
be great is to have Him and to become like Him. 
Look at the men who came to Bethlehem to 
seek for Jesus. They probably were great men 
in their own country. Kings, though not great 
potentates like the kings of Babylon and Egypt, 
yet princes looked up to and revered by those 
beneath them, they came the long, tedious, and 
di£Scult journey in which the Star led them, to 
find " the King of the Jews." They despised 
not the stable and the manger, they did not 
demand to find a kingly palace, and a gorgeous 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



71 

chamber, and a delicate couch. They felt that 
He Whom they sought had a greatness of His 
own far above all their signs of earthly greatness. 
They felt it no degradation, but their greatest 
honour, to fall down before the babe in the man- 
ger, and to oflfer Him their gifts. They, though 
kings on earth, presented offerings to Him as 
One greater than themselves, and felt that they 
received more from Him as He accepted their 
gifts. What were their gifts ? Not all of one 
kind, and that the most precious. Why not? 
If the less brings an offering to his superior he 
offers the best he has. Why did they mingle 
poor and mean objects with the precious gold 
which they presented ? The nature of their offer- 
ings shewed what was in their mind, what they 
thought of Him to Whom they gave them. They 
offered Goldy owning Him as their king, because 
^old is the metal in which kings' taxes, or tribute, 
are paid. Kings, as they were themselves, they 
owned this Child in the little village of Judah 
to be their King, a King of Kings. 

They gave Him frankincense. "V^e know of 
only one purpose for which incense is used, in 
worship, as part of the service of Almighty God. 

The incense when burned 9ent up a delieioui 
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fragrance, which represented the prayers of ^ 
God's people. As the smoke of the incense 
carried upwards to the roof of the building the 
sweet smell, so do the prayers of God's true ser- 
vants rise up to Him in Heaven, and are pleasing^ 
to Him. By this they owned Him as their God,. 
— though a Child, yet God. 

They presented myrrh Myrrh is a gum used 
in embalming dead bodies. It was mixed with 
spices, and applied upon and within the bodies 
of the dead, to preserve them from corruption. 
Thus they owned him as a body that should die; 
their king, their God, and yet their fellow-nian,' 
with a dying body like their own. Great waa 
their faith, and by it they showed their own true 
greatness, that they could see and appreciate His 
greatness while surrounded by all which looked 
so little. 

' It is for us to seek for true greatness, such as 
His was, such as theirs was. Seek God, to be 
ever with Him, and have Him ever with you. 
And so, 

I. Value religious services in which we draw 
so near to God. Do not think how little will be 
enough^ once at Church on a Sunday, a chapter 
in the Bible read on a Sunday Evening, once a 



73 

year at the Communion. But think rather hoy 
often you can come to God, that He may make 
you really great. 

II. And secondly, value what He considers 
precious and great. The humble, lowly, contrite 
spirit is that which He prizes. This is the temper 
which He honours by coming to dwell with it. 
This is the temper which Jesus showed forth 
when He was on earth. " To this man will I 
" look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
^* spirit, and that trembleth at My word." Not 
the proud, those who think they know so much 
that they may make light of God's Truth ; not 
those who think they have nothing to fear from 
God ; but those who feel their own weakness and 
fiin, and are humbled for it. Own your own 
nothingness before God, and seek from Him to 
become what He would have you to be. 

III. Despise this world's greatness. We are 
disposed to set so much store by names with a 
title to them, by riches and large possessions, by 
fine buildings, by vast cities and large popula- 
tions. What are all these ? What will they all 
be in a few years ? What has become of Egypt, 
Babylon, Nineveh, Bome, Athens? What of 
their great men, the Pharoahs, Alexanders 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 

OaDsars, Nebnchadnezzars ? What of more 
modern Emperors? What befel Paris but 
lately ? What will London be when the Great 
Trumpet sounds? These are mere shadows — 
they are constantly changing, like the dissolving 
views in a play. Such greatness as theirs is to be 
seen now here, now there ; the East cannot keep 
it, it snaps the bonds of the west. It crumbles, 
from its very nature like the mortal body of poor 
man. If your heart is set on such greatness as 
this, how painful will be your disappointment 
when you find it nothing but a handful of dust. 
Despise all this and seek God. Give Him your 
heart, worship Him, do all for Him, look to Him 
for all you value, and He will never disappoint 
you. He will remain true and constant, and all 
the more so when these things pass away and are 
no more. Cling to God, and when your poor 
body passes away and becomes dust again, He 
will make you great with Him in the company of 
His Saints. 
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Comfort for God's People- 

by rev. j. e, vernon, m.a., 

Vicar of BicknoUer, Taunton, 



Isaiah xl. 1, 2. 



*< Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith yonr God. Speak 
ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath re- 
c^ved of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." 

Here God commands His prophets to comfort 
His people and His city. Let us consider what 
people and what city. And first to take the pro- 
phecy, as we are bound to do, in its plain, literal 
sense. It is spoken by a Jew to the Jewish 
people, and to Jerusalem. Have you ever con- 
sidered what a wonderful people the Jews are, 
and how many wonderful promises are made to 
them in God's Word which are yet to be fulfilled ? 
How wonderful is their origin, their history, their 
present condition, and their destiny I Their origin 
is full of wonder— one man called away from his 
native land and from his father's house ^ to be the 
father of a great nation, distinguished among all 
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the nations of the earth to be the peculiar people 
of God. Their history, how marvellous ! Their 
JQurney from Egypt; their irresistible might 
when blessed with the favour of God, their help- 
lessness when His aid was withdrawn ; the mira- 
cles which God wrought in their favour ; His 
terrible chastisements ; their ingratitude for the 
former, and hardness under the latter ; the Law 
which God gave them ; their glorious Temple und 
splendid Bitual ; their long captivity and return; 
at last the coming of the long-expected Messiah, 
their rejection of Him, and consequently their 
final dispersion on the destruction of their holy 
and beautiful city Jerusalem. 

What a striking lesson is taught us in this 
history of the justice and forbearance of Almighty 
God, of the stubbornness and unbelief of man ! 
And look at God's ancient people nowl How 
remarkable a witness their present condition 
is to the truth of all that Holy Scripture tells 
us of them ! How impossible it is to mistake 
a Jew ! so marked is still the difference in 
their features from all other people. And how 
obstinate is still their refusal to believe in 
Jesus Christ I how well-nigh impossible and 
unheard of the conversion of any of them 
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to Christianity ! And the fulfilment of prophecy 
'which has already been accomplished is an assu- 
Tance that the prophecies which have not yet been 
fulfilled will also come true. What ? shall Qod 
have fulfilled to the letter all His terrible denun- 
ciations and curses for Israel's sins, and shall He 
not fulfil the glorious promises of restoration, 
-which He has spoken by the mouth of His holy 
prophets ? And how glorious is yet the future des- 
tiny of the Jews ! Oh, never look with scorn and 
contempt upon any Jew, however abject, cunning, 
and covetous he may be in himself; but remem- 
ber the glorious promises of God yet remaining 
to be fulfilled in that people's future, and regard 
him with awe and wonder. " Comfort ye, com- 
^' fort ye My people, saith your God, speak ye 
"** comfortably to Jerusalem." And again, " The 
•*' Lord shall comfort Zion : He will comfort all 
^* her waste places ; and He will make her wilder- 
^* ness like Eden, and her desert like the garden 
^* of the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found 
^' therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody." 
But it would take me a great deal too long to 
repeat even a part of all that prophets have sung 
of the comfort which God has in store for His 
people. Oh that we Gentiles may share in it ' 
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that it may be said to us *' Rejoice ye with Jeru- 
" salem, and be glad witli her, all ye that love 
'* her : rejoice, with joy for her, all ye that mourn 
'^ for her : that ye may suck and be satisfied with 
" the breasts of her consolations ; that ye may 
'^ milk out, and be delighted with the abundance 
'^of her glory." I fear we do not think enough 
about the Jews when we read the holy words of 
the prophets of Zion ; we are apt to apply them 
at once to ourselves, with scarce a thought of 
God's ancient people. And this is why I have 
pointed out the plain, literal interpretation of the 
text first, before considering how nearly it may 
concern ourselves. 

But now, let us ask, have we any share in this 
heavenly comfort promised to the Jews ? If we 
are God's people, we have; if we are not, we have 
no part, nor portion, nor lot in Jerusalem. 
" Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people,*' not^ mind, 
the people of the world, not the lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God, not the ungodly, the 
sensual, the devilish. No, no comfort for you so 
long as you remain in your sins — no comfort for 
Sodom. I know there are many people who like 
to comfort themselves with the promises of the 
Gospel, while they steadily neglect its duties and 
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know nothing of its power. I know there are 
plenty of people who have lived careless God- 
forgetting lives, who, when they are in their last 
sickness, send for the priest, not to hear their 
hnmble confession of their many sins ; but to 
administer to them the ^^consolations of the 
"Gospel," as they call it; in plain words, to 
speak to them peace, when there is no peace. I 
know there are people who can't bear plain- 
speaking from the pnlpit, who don't like to be 
made " uncomfortable", who say to ns, " speak 
*^ to ns smooth things, prophesy deceits." Now, 
my brethren, I find no authority in the word of 
God for saying a single word of comfort to such 
folk. I find nothing written in its sacred pages 
for such but *^ lamentation, and mourniDg,. 
and woe.'* The comfort^ the promises^ are 
all to the people of God. " Comfort ye, 
" comfort ye. My people, saith your God." 
" Speak ye comfortably" — not to Sodom, nor to 
Babylon, but — "to Jerusalem." 

Now God's people are the Jews, the seed of 
Abraham. But " he is not a Jew which is one 
" outwardly ;" but '^ he is a Jew which is one in- 
**wardly." And "if ye are Christ's, then are ye 
"Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
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*** promise." To all, then, who are Christ's, 
not in name onfyy bat in deed and in truthj the 
Spiritual Israelites, is this message sent. These 
4tre they whom the ministers of the Gospel are 
bidden to comfort. It is true that in one sense 
all thebaptized are God's people. "Forasmanyof 
'^ yoa as have been baptized into Christ, have put 
** on Christ." But shall I dare to speak comfort- 
ably to all the baptized? God forbid, " for they 
-^^ are not all Israel that are of Israel." Shall I 
go into the fields and speak comfortably to those 
whose language makes a Christian man shudder 
fLS he passes along the quiet lanes and lovely 
hedgerows which God Almighty has made so 
beautiful ? Shall I go into the public-houses and 
•Bpeak comfortably to the drunken or half-drunken 
baptized ones within ? Have I any message of 
comfort to deliver to the prayerless, the keepers 
away from church, the despisers of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Body and Blood ? Aye, I will go 
farther, and ask in deep sadness, shall I stand here 
in God's temple and speak words of comfort to all 
*who assemble within these sacred walls ? to those 
who come, not to worship nor to listen, but to 
■satisfy an uneasy conscience by a form of godliness 
while they know nothing of the power thereof; 
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who come to see and be seeny who come, not ta, 
apply to themselves the word of GrOD, but to apply 
it to their neighbours, and to criticise, perhaps to- 
scoff at, His ambassador? Shall I even speak com-, 
fortably to all the communicants of the Church of 
England ? to those who insult our Blessed Lord 
by coming to His altar unprepared, and go away 
thankless to give great occasion to the enemy io 
blaspheme by the godlessness and worldliness of 
their lives ? Oh no ! for all these I have a differ- 
ent message, but no less a loving one, it is, 
Eepent, Eepent, " cease to do evil, learn to do 
"well, for why will ye die, house of Israel " ? 
Such as these must become humble, sin-convinced 
penitents, before I can comfort them with the 
blessed promises of the Gospel, which are the 
inheritance only of the people of God. 

" Comfort ye, comfort ye. My people, saith your 
"God." And oh! there are sweet and blessed 
words of comfort for those true Israelites, who 
can say, " My Beloved is mine, and I am His."" 
There is precious consolation for those trembling^ 
penitents, who fearfully ask themselves, " Do I 
" love the Lord orno, am I His, or am I not?" 
There is comfort for the afflicted saints of God^ 
comfort for the Peters weeping bitterly over their 
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oft-denied Lord, comfort for the Msgdalenes 
-creeping tearfally to the feet of Jbsus, comfort 
for the Christian mourners sorrowing not as 
others who have no hope, comfort for each earnest 
struggler along the narrow thorny path of the 
Cross. 

" Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry 
^* unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that 
" her iniquity is pardoned ; for she hath received 
^^ of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." 
Here is the message of comfort — ^the long weary 
warfare against sin, the flesh, and the devil, shall 
have an end. The burden of sin shall be taken 
away, — the penance due to sin more than dis- 
oharged. 

The very words of the message shew that it is not 
meant for the comfort of any but Gtod's people. 
For what comfort could it be to the unconverted 
-and worldling to be told that his warfare is accom- 
plished ? Warfare ! he knows nothing of it, he 
never has known what it is. For the weapons of 
this warfare are not carnal. " For we wrestle 
^^ not against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
^^palities, against powers, against the rulers of 
^Hhe darkness of this world, agaii^st spiritual 
^* wickedness (t. e.y wicked spirits) in high 
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<^ places." Of this warfare he has had no ex- 
perience, therefore it can be no comfort to 
him to learn of its being ended. Again, he 
has drunk in iniquity like water, his chief 
pleasure has been in iniquity ; he knows nothing 
of its being a burden ;, pardon he has never sought, 
€0 it cannot be that his iniquity is pardoned. But 
for the people of God, I think no message could 
be more full of comfort than this. Warfare ended 
in rest and victory! iniquity pardoned, God's 
favour restored 1 the penance due to sin doubly 
paid ! Let us see how this is. How can it be that 
a sinner has received of the Lord's hand double 
for all his sins ? Does it mean that such suffer- 
ing as may have been his lot in this life has been 
already twice as great as his sins deserved? 
Surely not, for were a sinner to suffer all this 
life, aye, and through all eternity, it would be no 
more than the just penalty of one sin, so horrible 
A thing is sin in the sight of Almighty God. 
But the meaning is this — ^that the warfare has 
been fought, the burden of sin taken away, and 
more than its penalty suffered by Jesus for His 
people and His Church. Jesus has done and 
suffered all, and what He did and suffered is 
counted by Gk>D as done and suffered by the 
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people of Jesus. " He hath made Him to be sia. 
" for us who knew no sin, that we might be made 
" the righteousness of God in Him." The great 
warfare of the Church of Jesus against the powers 
of evil was accomplished when Jesus uttered those 
words from the Cross, " It is finished." Her 
iniquity was pardoned, when Jesus made Him- 
self the sin-offering upon the accursed tree. 
The penance due to sin was more than doubly 
paid when the precious Blood of Jesus, one drop 
of which was sufficient to expiate the sins of 
the whole world, poured in streams from His 
sacred veins. This is the comfort beyond all 
comfort to the believer in Jesus. Oh ! is there 
any one here to-day in need of comfort ? has any 
one of God's people come here to-day to lay 
before Him in His holy place, the cares and 
struggles and anxieties of the past week, that he 
or she may go forth with a lightened and cheered 
heart to another week's yet unknown future of 
toil and trial ? I know that to such an one the 
music of the Gospel message contained in my text 
has sounded very refreshing. The very name of 
Jesus is like pleasant rain upon dry and thirsty 
ground to them that love Him. The very men- 
tion of all that Jesus has done and suffered for 
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their way rejoicing, and makes their own cares 
and trials and sufferings seem light by compari- 
son with His. 

But perhaps there is some one here to-day 
who woold ask, *^ Have you not, messenger of 
'^ God, a word of comfort to speak in your Master's 
^* Name to me ? I am afraid I am not one of the 
** Lord's people. My heart has been very cold 
" here to-day in His house, very cold all the week 
" when I have tried to pray and read my Bible ; 
^^ when I examined myself last night before I lay 
^^ down to rest, I saw so many sins and short- 
" comings in the past week's history, that I fear I 
^^ cannot claim as mine the promised comfort.^' 
Yes, I have comfort for you. There is comfort 
for you in the very fact that you hatfe these sad 
thoughts and this consciousness of your own 
unworthiness. The careless, and formal, and 
ungodly, know nothing of such thoughts, such 
regrets, such self-accusations as these. They are 
a sign that He is working in you by His Blessed 
Spirit, TVhowill not "break the bruised reed nor 
" quench the smoking flax". Who has said, " come 
" unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, 
« and I will give you rest" Take comfort, you 
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are one of the people of Jesus, and althongh yon be 
weak and compassed abont with infirmities, He 
will make yon strong ; though yon have fallen. He 
will tenderly raise yon np, " His compassions fail 
" not, they are new every morning." Yet I will 
ask you one question, you who grieve over your 
coldness, and weakness, and many falls, are you 
earnestly and constantly using the means which 
Jbsus has appointed, to obtain of Him the 
strength of which you feel the need? Are you, 
above all, using that most blessed means, the 
constant receiving of the spiritual, food of His 
most Blessed Body and Blood, for the strength- 
ening and refreshing of your soul ? If not, if 
you only receive that Holy Sacrament now and 
then, I cannot wonder that your prayers are often 
cold, and your falls very frequent. Jesus has prom- 
ised help, has promised comfort, but He has not 
promised these unless you seek them by His own 
appointed means. Preaching may give comfort, 
or it may fail to do so through the infirmity of 
the preacher ; but the Blessed Sacrament cannot 
fail to comfort those who come to it in humble 
earnest. 

And is there any stricken heart here, wounded 
with other sorrows which I have not touched 
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upon ? Be your secret sorrow what it may, dear 
brother or sister in Jesus, the Grospel has comfort 
for all. For the Gospel gives hope, bright hope 
that comforts all. Hope ^for the bereaved, that 
God's own people who are parted by the narrow 
stream of death shall meet again and dwell to- 
gether for ever, happy in the sweet Presence of 
Jesus, the best-beloved One, in the New Jeru- 
salem, whose inhabitants shall never part again 
from Jesus or from one another. Oh! what 
sweet comfort is stored up there for the children 
of God 1 See under what a touching figure Isaiah 
speaks of it — " As one whom his mother com- 
" forteth, so will I comfort you : and ye shall be 
"comforted in Jerusalem." All the people of 
God must have suffering of some kind in this 
life. The Gospel does not free us from that, but 
it comforts us under it It tells us of much 
tribulation, but then it adds, that through much 
tribulation ye shall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. It tells of warfare, but promises peace 
at the last. It convinces of sin, but it tells of 
iniquity pardoned through the precious Blood. 
It tells of God's anger against sin, and His 
aweful Justice ; but it points to Him Who for us 
and in our stead has received of the Lorp's 
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Hand double for all our sing. Oh ! the J07, the 
comfort of the Gk)spel to all who own its power ! 
Oh I the glorious rest that remains for the people 
of God I What a hope is set before ns^ " for 
^^ mortals and for sinners a mansion with the 
<^ blest.*^ All tears wiped away, all sins forgiven, 
all cares forgotten, freedom from temptation, the 
everlasting song of victory after warfare acoom- 
plished, the society of saints and angels, and 
above all, the unveiled, unclouded brightness of 
the Presence of Jesus. Is there not comfort 
in such a hope, such a future as this, to cheer the 
hearts of God's people in their weary pilgrimage 
here ? Be your sorrows never so deep, your trials 
never so hard to bear, will they not be lightened 
by the thought of this end? will you not look up 
to the loving Face of Jesus, and smile through 
your tears at the thought of the unutterable joys 
that He has prepared for them that love Him? 
Truly, "I reckon that the sufferings of this 
** present time are not worthy to be compared 
"with the glory which shall be revealed in us." 

<' Jesu, in mercy bring ns 
To thai dear Land of jrest, 

"Who art with God the Tathe;Cf 
Jbid Spirit ever blest." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A Time of Love. 

BY REV. S. BARING-GOULD, M.A., 

Rector of East Mertea, 



EZEXIBL xvi. 8. 
" Thy time was the time of love." 

In the chapter from which I have taken my text 
God sets before His people a touching picture. 
A good man is going out one day a walk in the 
country, when he hears a whimpering as of a 
babe. He stands still, holds his breath, and 
listens attentively. Yes, surely there is a little 
cry, a feeble sobbing from behind the hedge. He 
goes out of the road to look whence the sound 
proceeds, and finds a poor new-born babe de- 
serted, naked, famishing, unheeded in a field. 
^^ None eye pitied tl^ee ... to have compassion 
" upon thee ; but thou wast cast out in the open 
"field, to the loathing of thy person, in the day 
" that thou wast bom." 

The miserable child had been utterly neglected. 
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" In the day that thou wast born • . . thou wast 
" not washed in water to supple thee ; thou wast 
" not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None 
" eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, 
" to have compassion upon thee." 

The good man stands still, and looks at the 
soiled unclothed baby. It stretches out its little 
arms, and cries piteously. His tender heart 
melts ; though it be dirty, deserted, he takes it 
up, he will give it life, and care, and love. 

"And when I passed by thee, and saw thee 
polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee , . . 
" Live ; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in 
" thy blood. Live." 

So he takes the poor baby in his arms, and 
spreads his warm cloak over the tender shivering 
skin, and kisses the child, and promises to be to 
it as a father. " Now when I passed by thee, 
" and looked upon thee, behold thy time was the 
" time of love ; and I spread my skirt over thee, 
"and covered thy nakedness; yea, I sware unto 
" thee, and entered into a covenant with thee . . * 
" and thou becamest mine. Then washed I thee 
"with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away 
" thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with 
" oil. I clothed thee also with broidered work, 
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^^and shod thee with badger's skin, and I girded 
" thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee 
" with silk." And as the baby grows np into a 
girl, still her " time is a time of love." He who 
adopted her goes on to say, " I decked thee also 
" with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy 
^^ hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I set a 
*' jewel on thy forehead, and ear-rings in thine 
" ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. 
^^ Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver ; 
" and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, 
^^ and broidered work ; thou didst eat fine flour, 
" and honey, and oil : thou wast exceeding beau- 
" tiful, and thou didst prosper." 

Under this description God held up to the- 
Jewish Church a picture of His dealing with it. 
He took the Jewish nation and Church when it 
was poor, outcast, helpless, stained with soil, and 
its " time was a time of love." He exalted the 
Jewish Church, He made with it a covenant of 
peace, he spread the mantle of His protection 
over it, he washed it of its defilements, He fed 
it with His law. He gave it the honey of His 
sweet counsel. He clothed it with blessings and 
graces. " What could I have done more to thee," 
He asks, ^Hhat I have not done unto thee." 
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And what return did the Jewish Church make to 
Him ? In the same chapter from which my text 
is taken, the prophet gives a sad picture of the 
ingratitude of the little foundling when grown 
up to woman's estate. It was so with the Jew- 
ish Church. God's laws were set at nought^ 
despised, rejected, "Their heart is gone after 
" covetousness." "This is a rebellious people, 
" lying children, children that will not hear the 
" law of the Lord." ^^ A sinful nation, a people 
" laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, chil- 
" dren that are corrupters : they have forsaken 
" the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of 
" Israel unto anger, they are gone away back- 
"ward." "Your iniquities have separated be- 
" tween you and your God, and your sins have 
" hid His face from you, that He will not hear. 
"For your hands are defiled with blood, and 
"your fingers with iniquity; your lips have 
" spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered per- 
"verseness. None calleth for justice, nor any 
"pleadeth for truth : they trust in vanity, and 
" speak lies ; they conceive mischief, and bring 
" forth iniquity. . • . Their feet run to evil, and 
" they make haste to shed innocent blood ; their 
<> thoughts are thoughts of iniquity ; wasting and 
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** destruction are in their paths. The way of 
"peace they know not ; and there is no judgment 
" in their goings : they have made them crooked 
"paths." 

You know, what was the end of the Jewish 
Church. The Jews rejected God the Father, they 
rejected, crucified God the Son, they rejected and 
blasphemed against God the Holy Ghost 

" They have not rejected thee," said God the 
Father, " they have rejected Me, that I should 
"not reign over them." "Not this Man but 
" Barabbas", " We will not have this Man to 
" reign over us," said the Jews of ,God the Son. 
They mocked " and said, These men are full of 
" new wine," when God the Holy Ghost came 
down, and spoke thrpugh the Apostles at 
Pentecost. 

And now, if it was true of the Jewish Church 
that its time was a time of love, how much more 
true is it of the Christian Church, how true — 
oh I my brethren, how unspeakably true is it 
of every individual member of the Christian 
Church I 

Did not God take me and say to me, live I yea, 
when I was in my blood, in the stains of original 
sin, live? Live, soul, thou breath of God, 
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live for God, Jive to God, that hereafter you may 
live for ever with God ! 

Did not G^d spread His skirt over me and 
cover me, when He took me in His arms and 
blessed me, and clothed me with the original 
righteousness lost by Adam, regained, restored 
by Christ? 

Did not God wash me with water, and make 
me clean, when He baptized me, purging out the 
43in of Adam, admitting me to the righteousness 
of Christ? 

Did not Gt)d make with me a covenant, when 
baptized, I promised to keep His law, and re- 
nounce the devil, and He promised grace here, 
life immortal hereafter ? / 

"And thou becamest mine." Yes indeed that 
is true. " My beloved is mine, and I am His.** 
It is the joy, the confidence, of every Christian to 
know that he is, that he belongs to God, When 
€aul persecuted the Church, Christ addressed 
3iim, " Why persecutest thou Me ?" When Saul 
touched the feeblest member of the Church on 
•earth, it sent a thrill to the heart of Christ Jesus 
in heaven, for every such member is His, — His 
own, " of His Body, His Flesh, and of His Bones.'* 

Which of you has not felt it,— felt the blessed- 
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ness of being one with Christ? Some quiet 
morning early, after having received the Heavenly 
Gift, the Bread which came down from Heaven, 
— then has not your heart leapt in joy unutter- 
able at the consciousness that you are one with 
Christ? Some sad day when a friend in whom 
you have trusted, in whom you had reposed the 
most unhesitating confidence, has failed you ; 
then, in the heart-sickness of disappointed affec- 
tion, have you not suddenly seen shining through 
the clouds the face of Jesus, and have heard Him 
say, " I am the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
^* ever." Some dusky evening, after a funeral, 
when you have sat alone in your black gown and 
white frilled cap, beside the fire, and the strength 
which has stayed you up all day has broken dowB 
at last, as in the solitude of the lonely room your 
eye rests on the empty arm chair, and the old 
brown pipe on the chimney piece, — ^then, in the 
desolation, have you not felt that but for Jesus, 
all here, all happiness were extinguished. " 1 
^* will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Some 
dark night, lying wakeful in pain, have you not 
realized how frail is life, how poor are earthly 
consolations, how fleeting this world's pleasures^ 
how terrible is death ? Have you not then £dt, 
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that your only confidence was this, that you could 
lookup to Him who has said, " and thou becamest 
" Minie," and say, " Aye, Lord I I am Thine, O 
"save me?'* 

** Thy time was the time of love." What 
words of truth. Oh I the love to the little baby 
when it was in the arms of Jesus over the regen- 
erating wave. Thy time, little baby, was a time 
of love. He held thee to His heart, He sent His 
Holy Spirit to be thy light and guidance. His 
angel to stand by thee to protect thee. In love 
He watched thy first smiles, thy little arms 
stretching to thy mother, thy little eyes opening 
to the light. In love He cared for thee in thy 
infant feebleness, by giving thee a father's solici- 
tude and a mother's care. "A baby brings its love 
^^with it," people say. It is true. He who sent 
little baby into the house, poured that gush of 
love through all the hearts in the house to make 
them welcome its coming. ' Thy time, dear baby^ 
was a fime of love ! of love from thy mother fondly 
clasping thee, of thy father proudly contemplating 
thee, of little brothers and sisters crowding round 
thee, with wondering, delighted, smiling eyes, 
all eager for a kiss, and a good morning to baby* 
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^'Thy time was a time of love," little child* 
Happy 1 happy child I what delights of spring 
flowers, and ranning after butterflies, and picking 
up shells on the shore, the toys Grod gives to 
children, which are also studies to the learned. 
But that is not all. How He fences little children 
round about from the knowledge of evil, how He 
guards them from danger to body and soul, till 
the reason has ripened, and the will has strength- 
ened, and the child has a conscience and a power 
of its own to know and resist the evil ! How God 
the Son, who was Himself a child, watches with 
pleasure the games, the merriment of children I 
He is with them in the copse wood when they 
are picking hazel nuts. He is beside them, when 
sitting in the spring meadow, making daisy 
chains ; He is near them in the night, when they 
kneel up in bed, listening to the nightingales. 
*^And thou becamest mine, little child," He 
says, and He joys at thy innocent pleasure at 
the fair things He has made for thee. 

** Thy time was a time of love", young man, 

and young maiden. Knowing thy new trials 

' and temptations, as life opens before thee. He 

instituted the holy rite of Confirmation, to 

strengthen thee with the seven-fold gift of the 
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Holy Ghost, to make thee strong to fight bravely 
the battle of life. A time of love 1 A time when 
the young heart is peculiarly sensitive to the love 
of God, when its fervour is greater than, may be, 
as years pass on. I dare say some of you can 
look back to youth, to adolescence, and see how 
truly it was a time of love, how much more zeal- 
ous you then were with your prayers, how much 
more ready you then were to endure trouble 
and obloquy for the service of God, — or perhaps 
in another way you can say it was a time of love, 
by seeing what dangers you were screened from, 
what strength God gave you, what guidance He 
afforded you. 

" Thy time is a time of love I*' You married 
people, is it not so ? No doubt there are now and 
then jars, murmurings, bickerings. But on the 
whole, is it not a time of love. Look you elder 
ones at each other. Is there any hand so dear 
to you, good wife, as the brown rough hand that 
takes yours and presses it. You husband I Is 
not every silver line in your wife's hair dear to 
you, every wrinkle precious. When you are 
obliged to be away from home for a day or two 
what do you feel ? A longing to be back at 
home again, to hear the well known voice, hum- 
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ming the well known tune, the. rustle of the 
wife's gown. And she I Has not her ear been on 
the alert to catch your step ? Does any footfall so 
echo in her heart as does yours ? "A time of 
*^ love I" Who shed that love on the happy 
married life ? He whose we are, who instituted 
marriage in Eden. 

"Thy time is a time of love." This, lastly, I 
say to each of you. This time of life to each and 
all of you, is a tima of God the Father desiring 
to make you His own true children, of God the 
Son, Jesus Christ, stretching out His arms on the 
Cross to draw you to Him, of God the Spirit 
striving to sanctify you, to make you fit to dwell 
everlastingly with God. 

Out of love also, remember this, we are not 
left destitute. Jesus Christ has promised to feed 
and sustain us in life's journey. For this He 
has instituted the Sacrament of the Altar, the 
" Sacrament of love" as it is so truly called. At 
the altar the heart tastes and sees that the Lord 
is precious, there it draws in those deep draughts 
of love which enable it to say with perfect truth 
that the love of God passeth knowledge. I can- 
not understand love to God burning very brightly 
which is not fed at the* altar. 
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Let not this time of love be wasted, be disre- 
garded. Let not that love which encompasses 
us be powerless to melt and soften oar hearts, 
and kindle in them an answering flame ! Think 
of the love of God towards you, of Grod the 
Father making you, of Grod the Son redeeming 
you, of God the Holy Ghost sanctifying you 1 
Let not that love which was extended vainly to 
the Jews, meet with no response from you. " I 
" will love thee, Lord, my strength." Let that 
be your answer to the call of God, " Give me 
^* thine heart." 

When earth passes away^ and all things shall 
be made new, then faith will have come to an 
end, it will have become certainty ; hope will be 
at an end, it will be fulfilment ; but love will last 
for ever, the love of God embracing His created, 
redeemed, sanctified, beatified children, the love 
of these children towards Him, become an ab- 
sorbing passion lasting throughout eternity. 

But how Tum is that love to be known and 
exhibited ? I answer : by obedience, loving 
obedience here on earth. 

'< Love of God shall stand alone, 
And that love shall then be shown, 
By the deeds that we have done." 
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The Blessed among Women. 

BY THE EDITOR. 



S. Luke i. 38. 



" Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee ; 
blessed art thou among women.*' 

This day, this 25th of March, is a day well known 
and well marked by all of us. It is one of our 
quarter days, — made a day for settlements of 
various kinds, and known by the general title of 
« Lady Day:" 

But this day is also kept by our Holy Church 
in remembrance of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of our Lord — ^it being called in one place 
the ^^ Anmmciation of our LadyT 

Now this word " Lady," when used in its pro- 
per sense, as such a one is a "real lady," conveys 
to our mind all that is gentle and loving and 
kind. It is the highest title that we can give to 
any one in our language. The words " Queen," 
^^Dachess," " Marchioness," " Countess," convey 
to our mind simply the idea of high rank, where- 
as the word *^Lady" is something infinitely 
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more. In our Prayer Book, in one of our Collects, 
we call our Queen by this title — " our most 
" gracious sovereign Lady Queen Victoria." The 
Church therefore most appropriately calls this 
Virgin Mother of our Lord by the high significant 
title of «< our Lady." 

There are two days which the Church keeps 
connected with events in the life of the Virgin 
Mary. The Purification on the 2nd of February, 
when we keep the Virgin's going up to the Tem- 
ple of Jerusalem to present her Infant Son Jesus 
to God, and to oficr for her Purification what had 
been commanded by the Law of Moses. This is 
also called the *' Presentation of Christ in the 
'^ Temple." The other day is the 25th of March— 
the day when the most glorious of all messages that 
ever came from God to man, was sent by an Angel 
to the Virgin Mary, at that time a humble un- 
known maiden living at Nazareth in Galilee — 
" Hail I thou that art highly favoured. The Lord 
** is with thee. Blessed art thou among women." 
And when, as well she might be, she was troubled 
at the sight of the Angel and at the words which 
he spake, and wondered in her mind what man- 
ner of salutation this could be, the Angel pro- 
claimed his message : — ^^ Feat not, Mary : for 
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" thou hast found favour with God. And, be- 
"hold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
"bring forth a Son, and shalt call his namer 
" Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called 
" the Son of the Highest : and the Lord God shall 
" give unto him the throne of his Father David r 
" and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
*^ever: and of His kingdom there shall be 
"no end." 

This is it which gives to this day the name of 
the "Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary" — 
the announcement or the making known to her 
by God through an Angel that she was to be the- 
Mother of the Son of God — ^that this Son of herSy 
this Son of GocTsy was to be the long-promised 
Messias, the future Saviour of. the world, the 
Vanquisher of man's great enemy the Devil, th& 
great and mighty King who should reign over the 
whole world, — of whose kingdom indeed there- 
should be no limit either in time or extent. 

In this glorious announcement, and therefore- 
in keeping it in remembrance, how deeply are we 
all concerned I we who believe in this Son of 
Mary I who call ourselves after Christ the 
name of this Son of Mary ; who hope to be 
reconciled to the Father through the mediation 
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of this Son of Mary ; we wlio trust to be pardoned 
of bIq and saved at last by the death of this Son 
of Mary ; we who believe that this Son of Mary 
is to be Judge as well as Saviour, the righteous 
Judge of all the earth — the Saviour of those who 
believe and hope in Him I 

How strange I how marvellous I how far be- 
yond conception that concerning this Blessed 
Virgin, the whole Christian world for genera- 
tions and generations should have been di- 
vided in opinion — which division of opinion, 
or difference in feeling — call it what you will 
— ^has been almost or quite the one point which 
has rent the Church of God in twain from 
the top to the bottom ; which up to this present 
time has made the prayer of Christ of none 
effect — the prayer that all His followers should 
be one in Him as He and the Father were one to- 
gether, *^ that they all may be onCy as thou Father 
^' art in me and I in Thee, that they also may be 
" one in us." 

One half of the Christian Church has erred, so 
we hold, in exalting the Blessed Virgin above 
and beyond what is right and lawful. I am 
fiure, if some of you were to hear this for the first 
^*me, you might, and not unnaturally, ask, "How 
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*' can this be ?" " How can it be possible to exalt 
*^ too high, to honour with too great an honour the 
"Mother of our blessed Lord?" And indeed 
brethren, this could not have been but in on& 
single way, and that is by placing her on the very, 
throne of God — exalting her to be somethiug more 
than woman — ^inasmuch as prayers are addressed 
to her which can only properly be addressed ta 
God Himself — prayers which none can hear or 
answer but God. Surely, too high do some exalt 
her when in one respect they place her above 
her Blessed Son, the Saviour of the World, the 
Mighty God Himself — inasmuch as they pray to 
her to intercede with her Son for sinners I Surely 
in this they make either the power, or love, or 
mercy of Christ imperfect, if to answer the pray- 
ers of sinful men, or to do them good. He requires 
the intercession, the entreaties of His Virgin 
Mother ! 

Be it remembered too — and this is of course the 
foundation of the teaching of our Church — that 
there is not in the whole Bible one single expres- 
sion which can possibly lead us to suppose that 
the Virgin Mary was to be anything more than 
what the Angel calls her, ^^ Blessed amorrg roomen^ 
Our Saviour indeed would rather seem to have 
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iicted towards her, so as to prevent the possibility 
of men paying anything like worship to her as 
being the Mother of Himself. First of all, it 
may be noted that we hear of our Lord's 
Apostles individually much more than we do of 
his Blessed Mother. Indeed we could not well 
lear less 1 We learn indeed that in His youthful 
4ays He was subject to her in all things, save 
Inhere higher duties and higher affections called 
Him away — but this dutifulness, this obedience 
was paid equally to His reputed Father Joseph 
ihe carpenter. At the close of His life we hear 
that His love and His care for her manifested 
itself in the most tender compassion towards her 
AS He hung on the Cross. But beyond this, and 
on two occasions, when He was in the Temple at 
twelve years of age, and at His first miracle at 
Cana, we hear absolutely nothing — as if Jesus 
i^ould give no foundation for that " Mary-wor- 
^^ ship" which has so perverted the Church of God. 
But on the other hand, I think that they 
oqually err, who would pay to the memory of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary any less honour or 
reverence than is deservedly paid to the most 
Holy Saint that ever trod the ways of earth to 
the realms of Heaven— who would ever, for a 
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single momeot, forget that she was the Mother of 
our Holy Saviour, that the Angel had called her 
*' highly favoured," .^' blessed among women"; 
that her oflFspring was — therefore that she was the 
mother of no less a Son than — the Son of God I 

Can we, brethren, belong to Christ and not be 
willing to give to His Blessed mother the highest 
honour and most devout reverence that can be 
paid to any mortal Being ? But to go one step 
dEurther is to place a mortal in the seat where 
God alone can be — to go a step beyond this is to 
displace God, to exalt above the Son of God, one 
who was just as human and no more divine — 
however holy and pure, and spotless she may 
have been — than we ourselves are 1 

And does not the Church of God in this country- 
adopt as it were this middle line of withholding 
worship from, but paying honour to, the Blessed 
Virgin ? Does she not call all her members to 
God's House, and bid them keep this day in 
remembrance? — and yet if you note the Services 
you will not find one word which would raise 
Mary the mother of Jesus beyond her station, as 
a humble hand-maid of the Lord. 

Ko ! it is in her humility, in her quietness, in 
her patience, in her strong endurance, in her sub- 
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mission under God's dealing with her, in her faith 
whether for " weal or for woe," that she so raises 
herself in the minds of all true Children of God, 
all true followers of Christ. When God was 
dealing with her beyond her powers of compre- 
hension, yet so strong was her faith that she gave 
utterance to the words, " Be it unto me according 
'* to Thy word." When this Son of hers spake 
words which she could not understand in their 
full meaning, she kept them laid up in her heart 
and pondered over them and made them a mat- 
ter for future remembrance. When this Son of 
hers WAS delivered up into the hands of His 
enemies, she with patient endurance and, we have 
every reason to believe, with continued and ever 
abiding faith, followed Him from place to place, 
and when this Son of hers is hanging upon the 
cross she stood by beholding. 

Indeed, my brethren, much as we shouldhonour 
and reverence this Holy Mary because she was 
chosen to be the Mother of our Lord, yet are we 
to esteem and honour her much more because it 
was for her virtues that she was thus chosen, 
and because she is represented to us as so hum- 
ble, so holy, so patient, so enduring, so faithful, 
so lovino:. 
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There is one passage of Scripture which bears 
especially on this^ and which is so applicable to 
the line of thought I have endeavoured to carry 
out, that I cannot pass it over. After our 
Saviour had been speaking one of flis Para- 
bles with His heavenly wisdom and beautiful 
simplicity, one person out of the crowd, very 
much struck by what fle had said, cried out, 
^^ Blessed is the womb that bare thee and the 
" paps which thou hast sucked" — seeking, like 
the Roman Catholics of all times, to draw honour 
upon the Mother of our Lord from the mere fact 
of her having brought forth so wonderful a Son. 
And it is worthy of remark that the woman 
received not actually a rebuke from the Saviour 
for what she had said, but instead of having her 
words confirmed they were altogether turned 
into a different course. " No I" says our Saviour, 
^^ not blessed on this account is the Mother that 
" bare me — at least not blessed more, my brethren, 
" than yourselves can be — ^for they and they only 
" are blessed who hear the Word of God and do it. 
" She is highly favoured, but it is because she is 
"good and holy, and obedient, and faithful, and 
" for these qualities, if you possess them, you can 
" be highly favoured too." 
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Oar Sayionr spake words to this same effect on 
another occcasion. It was told to Him, " Behold 
" Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, 
" desiring to speak with Thee." And He looked 
ronnd on all those who were there, and asked, 
*^ Who is My mother, and who are My brethren?" 
and He said, "Whoso doeth the will of My Father 
" who is in Heaven, the same is My brother, and 
** sister, and mother." 

This then is the lesson, my brethren, — ^not so 
mnch that which I would recommend you to learn 
to-day, but it is the lesson that you must learn. 
Many people we know are proud of their position 
in this life, and think much of themselves because 
they are related by birth, or connected by mar- 
riage, or honoured with the friendship of some 
King or noble, or great man of high estate. We 
all can see how truly worthless such pride and 
boasting is ; it is really worth nothing in this 
life, and less than nothing in the next. Nay, 
to have been connected with some rich or noble 
man may be found to have been exactly that 
which led us astray, and our connection with 
whom we would at the last do all we could to 
sever. And so many Christians are found to 
pride themselves upon theii? privileges. We know 
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that the Jews did. They were always boasting 
that they were the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. "Abraham is our father," they 
said, " we be Abraham's seed, and were never in 
" bondage to any one." But, my brethren, were 
the Jews saved because they were descended from 
Abraham, or called themselves after the name of 
Israel ? Did not indeed all this only add to their 
condemnation ? Some of us perhaps are found 
inwardly to comfort ourselves in, if not out- 
wardly to boast because of, the position we hold 
as Christians, and the privileges we possess as 
members of the .Church of God» And these 
privileges are by no means slight or few I they 
are privileges never possessed by the Saints of 
older days, or by the martyrs of later times. 
And if these privileges are valued and made use 
of, then indeed shall they turn out to be the 
greatest and highest blessings. But we shall 
not be saved at last because we call ourselves 
after the name of Christ, any more than the 
Jews, who boasted that they were the seed of 
Abraham. The Virgin Mary is not now a Saint 
in Heaven because she was the Mother of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but because she was such a 
one as God could choose to be the Mother of His 
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Son. The Jews of old were not blessed becaase 
they had been called by God and favoured by 
Him, bat only those among them who walked 
before God, as Simeon and Anna, and the mem- 
bers of the family of Bethany, are said to have 
done. The disciples of our Saviour were not 
themselves blessed because they were disciples, 
but because, excepting Judas, they were faithful 
and loving, though at times weak and unsteady. 
Neither shall we ourselves be blessed because we 
call ourselves Christians, because we keep 
sabbaths and holy-days, because we frequent the 
temple and approach the altar of God, because 
we make use of His ordinances and are partakers 
of His sacraments, — ^but only if we combine with 
these duties and these privileges a real love for 
God, have faith in His blessed Son, and try to 
walk in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord with a perfect heart. 

If we do this, then at the last day, when we 
stand before the throne of God to be judged by 
this Son of Mary, He will look around on us all, 
and ask, " Who is My mother and who are My 
" brethren. Verily ye who sought to do the will 
" of My Father who is in Heaven, ye are my 
" brother, and sister, and mother." 
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S. LX7KB IX. 33. 

"It is good for us to b« here." 



' Thesb were the words of S. Peter at the Trans- 
figuration when he saw the glorified form of Jesiis- 
Christ. Before that time the disciples had only 
seen their Lord as a poor, working man, one in 
the form of a servant of whom the people asked 
" is not this the carpenter's Son," one who had 
nowhere to lay his head, one who had no form, 
nor comeliness, nor beauty, that men should de- 
sire Him ; but on the Mount of Transfiguration 
they had a glimpse of the Son of Gtod in His 
glory, they saw the King in His beauty, and they 
felt that it was good for them to be there. 
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We too during a long period of the Church's 
year are called to look on Jesus as a Man of 
Sorrows and acquainted with grief, despised and 
rejected of men ; we follow Him step by step 
from the rough swaddling clothes in the Bethle- 
hem manger, from the carpenter's shop in Naza- 
reth, through fasting and temptation in the 
wilderness, through poverty and neglect, through 
the agony of Gethsemane and the mockery in 
the Hall ; we are permitted to look on Him 
Whom they pierced and to see that face more 
marred than any man's, and that wounded form 
finding its grave with the rich and lying in the 
great man's sepulchre, but when Easter comes 
all is changed, the stone is rolled away from 
the sepulchre, Jesus is transfigured, "the 
"head that once was crowned with thorns is 
" crowned with glory now," and as we gaze with 
the eye of faith upon that glorified Saviour in 
His Church we do well to feel " it is good for us 
^^ to be here," When also we are permitted to 
stand before God's altar and to receive the Body 
and Blood of Jesus transfigured under the form 
of bread and wine we must feel that it is good 
for us to be there, and that nowhere on earth can 
we be better than at that holy spot wher^^we are 
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made one with Christ and Christ with us. Fly 
to that altar, brethren, whenever you are weak 
and weary with the sins, and the cares, and the 
works of this life and cry to your Saviour there 
present " it is good for us to be here." 

But there are many other times and circum- 
stances when we may truly echo the words of S. 
Peter. It is good for us to be in the world if we 
are living above the world, in it yet not of it, if 
our life is the resurrection life, a life buried with 
Christ and risen with Him, then it is good for us 
to be here because of our work, which is to work 
out our own salvation and that of others before 
the night of death cometh when no man can 
work. I think he would be but a poor soldier 
who would choose to retire from the army with- 
out having fought one battle, and so he would be 
but a poor Christian who would like to enter in- 
to rest without one struggle with the world, the 
flesh and the devil. I believe that the highest 
place in Heaven, and the highest throne, will be 
for those who enter in like S. Paul with the scars 
of many a hard fight upon them. Work your - 
work then, and fight your fight while it is called 
to-day, and remember that your work is as Chris- 
tian people to let "your light so shine before 
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** men that they may see your good works," and 
not praise you^ but ** glorify your Father which 
** is in Heaven.*' A Christian must not put his 
Teligion out of sight as though he were ashamed 
of it, nor must he set his light under a busheL 
Being a Christian does not mean merely believ- 
ing in certain doctrines, or talking about reli- 
gion, or going to Church a certain number of 
times, it means acting out Christ's religion, it 
meaus shining as examjples and showing to the 
world "whose you are and whom you serve." 
You as Christian people are the light of the 
world, how grand a thought for you that although 
jou may be poor and humble, small and of no 
reputation, yet you are by your example lighting 
others on the road' to Heaven. Every professing 
Christian is as a lighted lamp shining in a dark 
-world, men look at those who profess religion 
«nd are influenced by them for good or evil, ac- 
cording as their light is good or bad. Not one 
of you is too humble to be a light and an example. 
A working man once complained that he had no 
more influence than a farthing rushlight, and 
^as reminded that even a farthing rushlight can 
•do much, it can burn down a house or light a 
joor creature whilst reading God's word. Your 
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influence over yonr neighbours is great, see how 
jou use it, remembering always that 

*'Jesua bids us shine, 
Yea, for all around 
Dreadful depths of darkness 
In the world are found, 
There's sin, and want, and sorrow, 
So we must shine, 
You in your small comer, and I in mine." 

Try and make your life a daily life of climbing 
after better things. Whilst the ungodly man 
sees in this world nothing but an abomination of 
desolation, a valley of dry bones, where there are 
lies and deceit and misery, and a black grave as 
the end of all, the Christian sees glimpses of his 
glorified Saviour; the trees, the flowers, the rivers 
and the seas, all preach to him the assurance, 
^^ I am the resurrection and the life," and instead 
of murmuring at the world he tries to improve 
it, and feels in his heart " it is good for us to be 
^^here." 

Again, it is good for us to be in the special 
pUice which we occupy. Whether you are dressed 
in purple or homespun, whether yon live in a 
palace or a cottage, whether your position is one 
of labour or of ease, remember that Godputyow 
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there. It is not chance which brings you to a 
particular town or village and leads you into a 
certain business, God knows His own and the 
best place for them, and we shall do well instead 
of yearning for other scenes to say " it is good 
^^for us to be here." 

In times of trouble and bereavement also the 
words of the text are true. The same God plants 
the thorns as well as the flowers in life's path : 
the same God who gives us a happy home sends 
blight and disease and death for our good. Per- 
haps He sees us making an idol of some dear 
one, wife, or child, or friend, loving the creature 
better than the Creator, losing Heaven for the 
sake of earth, then in His kindness God sends 
His pale messenger Death, who takes our dear 
one gently by the hand and leads him into 
another world, leaving us only a pale still form, a 
shattered idol : then though the sorrow be very 
sharp, we shall do well to feel as we stand by the 
open grave, " before I was troubled I went wrong, 
, ... it is good for us to be here." Or perhaps 
God sees that we are making an idol of our work, 
that we have no time for God, no time for prayer, 
that like Martha we are cumbered with mucli 
serving, and troubled about many things, thea 
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CK)d in His mercy takes ns by the hand and lays 
us gently on a sick bed, or cripples ns with one 
sharp stroke of paralysis^ and so takes us away . 
from the work which was killing our spiritual 
life, and shutting us out of Heaven ; many a one 
has learnt to say on a bed of bitter sickness, '^ it 
*'is good for us to be here/' Perhaps God 
flees that prosperity is ruining us, He hears us 
say " Tush, I shall never be moved," He knows 
that we love our own way better than His, then 
in His mercy He sends the tempest against the 
house which we made so strong for ourselves. He 
tears up the flowers of our pleasure garden and 
binds us to a cross of bitter self-denial and bids 
us remember that none can be His servants un- 
less they take up the Cross and follow Him, and 
then we learn beneath the weight of that cruel 
cross to say " it is good for us to be here." 

When death comes, when our work is done, 
our journey ended, the last milestone past, the 
last battle fought, the last trial over, if we die 
in the faith of Jesus Christ, truly penitent for 
the past and reaching forward to those things 
which are before, we may say with truth, 
^* Though I walk through the valley of the 
^* shadow of death I will fear.no evil, Thy rod 
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'^and Thy staff they comfort me. • . . I fear 
** not the cold grave, for Jesus lay there before 
**me, it is good for me to be here." And when 
tie grave is past, and the light of Heaven streams 
upon us, and we see Jesus stretching forth His 
bands to welcome us, and the music sweeps to our 
ear across the glassy sea, with what rapture we 
shall cry, ^* It is good for us to be here !" 



I 
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David and Goliah. 

BY THE EDITOR. 



1 Sam. xvn. 37. 
** QiOy and the Lord be with thee.** 

Saul meant what he said. He was, there is na 
doubt, thoroughly in earnest. The very word- 
ing of the sentence tells us so. The position too 
in which the King found himself assures us that 
using these words he must have attached the real 
and true meaning to them. Saul at the head of 
the Israelites was in a sad strait. He was at- 
tacked by the Philistines in very large numbers. 
Goliah the champion of the Philistines, a tre- 
mendous giant and a man of war from his youth, 
had challenged any of the Israelites in single 
combat, on the event of which was to be decided 
the fate of the armies on either side. 

** And he stood and cried unto the armies of 
"Israel and said unto them,. Why are ye come 
"out to set your battle in array? Am not I a 
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*' Philistine and ye servants to Saul ? choose you 
'* a man for you and let him come down to me. If 
*' he be able to fight with me and to kill me, then 
" will we be your servants : but if I prevail 
*' against him and kill him, then shall ye be our 
*^ servants and serve us,-. . . . And the Philistine 
" drew near morning and eveniog and presented 
*' himself forty days." 

Saul was sadly perplexed. He would not him- 
self accept the challenge, for he had neither con- 
fidence in himself or sufficient faith in God. In 
fact there was not one found in all the armies of 
Israel who would be either so daring or so boast- 
ful as to go out single-handed and fight with this 
Philistine. Saul had made tempting offers. He 
had promised great rewards to the man who 
would go out and fight — " It shall be, that the 
" man who killeth him, the King will enrich him 
*' with great riches, and will give him his 
*' daughter, and make his father's house free in 
** Israel." But even these rewards were not 
tempting enough to induce an Israelite to join 
in a combat the issue of which seemed to be so 
sure I 

But presently there comes a young man on the 
battle field — the younger brother of three of the 
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soldiers in SauVs army, but himself nothing more 
than a shepherd lad, nnnsed to fighting, nnaccns* 
tomed to the sword, or the spear, or the shield. 
He comes up merely with a message from his 
father and a present to his three brothers, and to 
the Captain of that part of the army in which 
they were. "Take now," said Jesse to his 
youngest son, "Take now for thy brethren an 
^^ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, 
" and run to the camp to thy brethren, and carry 
** these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thou- 
*^ sand, and look how thy brethren fare, and take 
"their pledge." Now as this shepherd lad was 
talking to his brothers, the champion Goliath of 
Gath came out again to challenge the Israelites, 
and David heard him. David also saw that all 
the men of Israel were sore afraid, and that they 
fled when they looked upon this giant champion 
of the Philistines' army. David's heart was 
moved. He saw that all the soldiers of Israel, 
with the King whom they had themselves chosen 
at the head of them, were afraid and fearful at 
the sight of their enemies. ^He saw that among 
all that host there was not one man who had 
courage to stand up for the honour of Israel. His 
heart was moved. He felt a just and a righteous 

_:iiiized by LjOO'»- 



124 

anger. He asks ^^Who is this nnclrcamcised 
^^ Philistine, that he should defy the armies of 
"the living God?'* 

Dayid in truth had need well be ashamed of 
his countrymen and of his three brothers among 
the number, as himself without the slightest hesi* 
tation makes up his mind to fight with Goliath 
and take away the reproach from Israel. David's 
brothers are angry with him when they see him 
talking to the men around and hear his resolve 
— ^they were angry because they felt that there 
was a braver heart in their shepherd brother than 
under their own warlike coats and armour. The 
eldest of them says to him, " Why camest thou 
^'down hither? and with whom hast thou left 
^Hhose few sheep in the wilderness? I know 
" thy pride and the naughtiness of thine heart, 
" for thou art come down that thou mightest see 
^Hhe battle.'' 

David's resolution is made known to the King* 
Saul sent for him. David said, ^' Let no man's 
^^ heart fail because of him : thy servant will go 
^^and fight with this Philistine." Saul is as- 
tonished — " Thou art not able," he says, " to go 
" against this Philistine to fight with him. Thou 
^^ art but a youth and he a man of war from his 
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^yotitli.*' David declares that he has no fear^ 
and that he has. not the sbghtest doubt as to* 
what the end will be. He tells the King^ that 
while keeping his father's sheep he had slain both 
a lion and a bear which had come to take a lamb 
out of the flock. ** Thy servant slew both the 
'^lion and the bear, and this uncircumcisedf 
** PhUistine shall be as one of them, seeing ^he- 
"hath defied the armies of the living God,"" 
David declared moreover that he was not going- 
to fight the giant in his own strength, bat in 
the power of God, and he felt sure that 
Qoi would give him strength to conquer. " The 
" Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the- 
" lion and out of the paw of the bear. He will 
" deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine." 

David's confidence in God must have gone 
direct to the heart of the King. This was the very" 
thing in which he himself failed. Before, when 
preparing to fight with the Philistines, his heart 
had failed him, for he had no confidence in God r- 
he trusted rather to the sacrifice which Samuel was- 
wont to offer, and would not go to battle unless 
it was made. He was in worse case now, because 
he was under the displeasure of the Almighty for 
an act of disobedience. How therefore he must 
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liave envied the innocence and simple trnst of 
ihis young shepherd lad I He had felt mnch the 
indignity and insults which had been heaped upon 
liimself and his people ; he had long meditated 
^hat could be done to subdue this champion of 
Philistines I How much relieved then must he 
liave felt when he heard a talk of what David 
meant to do ; when he heard the faithful words of 
David himself ; when he saw his confidence and 
liis strong assurance that Grod would enable him 
^0 fight with and to kill this monstrous giant! 
"Then it was that Saul uttered these striking 
words — striking because of the earnestness with 
which they were uttered ; striking because they 
ToTuxg out some of his better feelings and some of 
liis own old confidence in God ; striking because 
ihey are just what David himself would have de- 
sired them to be — " Go, and the Lord be with 
'^^ thee.^^ This salutation sounded in the ears of 
David, as he went, above all the din of the two 
Armies who were opposing each other- They 
were heard above the taunting words of his 
brothers, above the boasting speeches of Goliath. 
"They armed him with better armour than Saul's 
was ; they put into his hands a better weapon 
ihan a sword; they put strength into his youthful 
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arm, correctness into his eye, so that the slings 
and the stone did their work, the stone smote the 
Philistine on his forehead, and he fell upon hi& 
face to the earth. 

There are many and great lessons to be learned 
irom this history, too many for me to attempt to 
draw them now with the few minutes only that I 
have to address you. But I never like passing " 
over this chapter, read to you this afternoon, 
without saying something upon it, it seems such 
a remarkable history and such an interesting one. 
But I must content myself to-day with noticing 
Saul's parting salutation to David as he went to 
fight — " GOy and ike Lord be roith thee^ 

I began by saying that Saul was evidently in 
earnest. He evidently meant the words which he 
spoke; they were with him no mere form. But 
how little is it so with ourselves when we use 
our morning or evening salutation to each other 
identical with the very words which Saul used to 
David. It is almost a pity that we have any set 
form, that we have any particular words which 
we so unfailingly use, for if we were to employ 
different words at different times we might attach 
more meaning to them. Perhaps some of you have 

t zed by Google 



( 



128 

-never thought that the ordinary parting saluta- 
iion — ^^ Good bye" — ^is exactly the same as that 
.used by Saul, " Go, and the Lord be with you.'» 
Now how often do we meet in one day friend 
after friend, and having had a few words of 
•conversation with him we part, giving to each 
-other the ordinary parting salutation, " Good 
T)ye" — in other words " God be with you" — ^yet 
^attach no meaning to them I I speak of myself, 
^nd I think how often it has been so with me, 
.and not unnaturally I suppose it to be the case 
^ith others also. It is so with our morning and 
evening salutations, " Good day," " good morn- 
ing," " good night," which mean nothing more 
or less than " God be with you this day, this 
morning, this night.'* They are in their meaning 
the same as those words we find in the Psalms — 
*" The Lord prosper you, we wish you good luck in 
^Hhe name of the Lord." We really mean, or 
rather the words mean, " May God be with you ; 
•" may He prosper you in all that you do ; may 
^* He be with you in the way that you go ; may 
'* everything that you put your hand unto turn out 
^* for your temporal and eternal good ; may you 
"prosper in the concerns of this world, and in the 
" concerns of the next 1 May God watch over 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



129 

<* you by day and by night I may He lighten yoar 
^^ darkness and defend you from all perils and 
*^ dangers of the night; may He defend yon this 
<* day with His mighty power and grant that this 
^ day yon fall into no sin, neither ran into any 
^* kind of danger." 

I would that my drawing this passing notice 
to the matter might induce some of us to think 
more about it, and to attach more real meaning 
to the words which are so often in our mouths. 
It might possibly have some influence for good 
upon us as we either uttered the words ourselves 
or received the salutation from others. 

But I will tell you when these common words 
and phrases seem to have a real meaning with us^ 
when they seem to impress us all with something 
of ^ their real earnestness, and that is when we 
find ourselves in something of the same position 
as Saul was when he dismissed David. Perhaps 
a father is sending out his son, his beloved son, 
his only son, to battle, and with Saul's anxietyi 
Saul's fear, Saul's earnestness, his parting salu- 
tation and benediction is not the common ^^ Good 
bye" uttered without a thought of its meaning, 
but the more solemn words, ^^ Go, and the Lord 
^<be with thee." Yes! and when we are dig* 
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missing our friends for an absence which we know 
must be a long one ; when we are sending a son 
ont to a far country, when we are handing over a 
daughter into other hands to be mistress over a 
new home, then we feel as perhaps we have never 
felt before, then we see a reality, an earnestness 
in the words of parting, and our lips again frame 
Saul's expression, " Go, and the Lord be with 
"thee;" or they come out in some such earnest 
words as those which Jacob used when sending 
Benjamin with his other sons into Egypt, " God 
" Almighty give you mercy before the man that 
"he may send away your other brother and 
"Benjamin." Yes! and parents are sending 
out their children into the world to fight with 
its enemies, its temptations, to do battle with the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, as David went to 
fight against the enemy of God and of Israel. 
They fear that opposing influences may prove too 
strong for the feeble strength of their children, 
that their rashness or their inexperience will lead 
them into danger, or that they will endeavour to 
fight with their enemies in their own strength ; 
they know that each adversary as he rises up will 
be as the giant Goliath of Gath, that many a 
single combat will be fought, and that no one wiU 
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conquer who has not the Lord on his side — ^and 
then too come out the words " Go, and the Lord 
^< be with thee." 

Ah ! and if we go away from our homes to 
fight against the temptations of the world in 
David's spirit and with David's earnestaess, and 
with David's confidence in God; and if^our 
friends dismiss us with the same solemn and 
godly benediction we may well hope that like 
David we may be guided aright, that we may 
fight aright and come off conquerors over every 
enemy I And then all the world shall know that 
the Lord saveth not with sword and spear : for 
"the battle is the Lord's and He will give oiir 
** enemies into our hands." 
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